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The Contents of theſe Three 
CHAPTERS. © 


, 64 ag of the Primitive. Church before her diſper- | 


The as firſt perſecution by the Heathen Emperours. 
The Flight of the C hurch into the Wilderneſſe. 
The two Witneſſes. 
The rifing of Antichriſt, bis ſeven heads and ten hornes. 
"The ſecond Beaſt, and his two hornes. 
The prafiſe of Antichriſt and bis Clergy againſt the 
Church. | 
The Image of the Beaſt. 
The: Marke of the Beaſt. 
F The Name and Number of the Beaſt. 
$ The End of the Beaſt and deftruftion of his City. 
The yeare of th' End of the World diſcovered by th* Author. 


# 


- 


ST” an Aa a 


—— DOD. 


His dread and"Soveraigne'Lord, 
JAME s thefirſt, of Exgland, 


Scotland, France and' Ireland, © 
King, &c. Grace and 


/ . Peace, | x \ | Þ 


PO "Ow many there dre ( moſt Noble King ) that Y 
have aimed at the unfolding of this drvine and 


T7 


hidden Prophecy, would require the kill and 
vertue of a Prophet 10 refer. *T ſufficeth to 
od Know they have all left the mark very faire and open for 0- 
thers to hit ; Wherem. howſoever thetr Zeale, by privi- 
Y ledge of charity, may find excuſe, yet their ignorance and 
be} errour, within theſe caſes . ( 'nd !eſſe* hurtful, 1h1þe Rea» 
der, then dangerous io the Writer J may not find the like 
grace. | 
What 1 have ſeen or dreamt, I feare net to offer+to the 
cenſure of time, the diſcoverer of error, and Mother of 
truth, appointed from above, th' only indubinate "touch-ſtone 
of ail druine and Propheticall enterpriſes. | 
wy And although your Highneſſe may doubt of my bold and 
hardy direion in this dangerous and ſcopulous ſea, wherein 
fo many great and learned Pilots have overſhot the Cape, 
as one that feareth all Phyſitians for that he hath fallen in- 
ta the hands of ſo many unxkillfulls yet foreſmucht as the. 
(Church 3; ſicke, -and theplyſitk* of this propbeſte needfull, 
I could not chuſe but ſpeak the things I know, leaving to your 
Princely guſt to iudge whether the Needle of my Compaſſe - 
bee truer touchtthen-+theirs. | PFY 


A2. 


m—__ 
# - 4 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
And for this e was direfied chiefly unto 
Kings, unto 4 King I have the CR to Tecom- 
mend the ſame: and nnto Tou ( ing) all 
ker, whe pane of B{ons, lice, and goed e, hath 
advanc'd + 30 Scepter bigher then any power of 


gre 

ps poraery ahhbough 1 it bee preſemed by one awaked out of time, 
yer if it may find but « litle proteHlton under your gracious 
favour for « ſeaſon, yeares and age , 1 doubt not, will give 
it admiration and honour enough. 

In hope of which grace moſt humbly I reverence your © 
moſt Princely hands, commending all their labours to the 
God of Heaven, who hath exalted your arme fo high and 
made you ſo honourable throughout bis world. 
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CHAP. XL 


1. The regenerate Chriſtiansonly are the Church 
and heritage of God. 

3. Thereſidue are outcaſts and refuſed. 

7. Of the two teſtifiers and preſervers of trith, 

13. Antichriſt killeth them, but the Lord reſto- 
reth them life againe, | 

- 15. Great diſſention ariſeth thereupon : the day 

of judgement is foreſhewed. 


— — — 


VERS. 1. 


And there war given me a reed, like unto a mete yard 
and the Angel that ſtosd by me, ſaid, Riſe and meaſure, 
the Temple of God, and the Altar, and them that adore 


there. 


SY REY > in a common field, a good Surveyor 
(ON if doth meaſureout each intercommoners 

{9 wh, {everall, by ſtake or byrod: fointhe 
Wl. wide and common field of Chriſtians, 
the Lord commandeth his ſervant Jahn 


_——- 


— 


2 AnFExpo$1TION of the 
and them that adore therein: meaning, that as in the 
Fabernacle -of the congregariod, the holy and moſt 


holy places (wherein ſtood the Table o the Shew 
bread, Candleſtick, Altar of incenſe, ' Ark, propiti- 
atory and oracle of god, over-covered within and 
without with Ange] gold, into which places none 
but the prieſts might enter & adore) were ſeparated 
by a vail from the outer Court, where the brazen al- 
tar was erefted for all the houſe of Iſrael to enter 
and facrifice,& which therefore was call'd the Court 
of the people:ſo in the common field and Vniverſirie 
of Chriſtians, they onely are the Church and heri- 
tage of God, which are Tan&ified in heart, and holy 
in life and converſation, and ſeparated(by the vail 


of regeneration, that is to ſay, by the rears of rrue 


repentance, and the afſyrance of pardon, and recon- 
ciliation unto God in Chriſt Teſus, ingraven in the ta- 
bles of their hearcs by the finger of the Spirit)from 
all carnal profeſſors aud nominal Chriſtiaos,ia whom 
1s but an ourward face and proteſtarion of the name 
of Chriſt oncly. | 


VERS. 2. 


But the haſe Court which is without the Temple, caſt out, 
and meaſure not, for it is given to the Gentiles : ahd 
the boly City ſhall they tread under foot two and forty 
months.  -* 2508 | 


Ru as for thoſe Common Catholique Chriſtians, 
here reſembled to the baſe Court which i®without 
tbeTemple,becaule they are bur overcaſt onely with a 
profeſſion of my name,which heare my word, 8 par- 
ricipate my Sacraments,and yet are ſeparated by an 
unregenerate heartsas by a vai'sfrom thoſe Altarsand 

rieſts,iqn.whom my name is honoured, caſt forth,ſaith 
the Lord, and meaſure not; for howſoeyer ſuch _- 

: | * ? ene 
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XI. Chapter of the Revelation. 3 
vened companions ſeem to boaſt in the name of my 
Church, and in the proteſtarion of a Chriſtian call 
ing, yet they are ſo farre from belonging tro my pe- 
culiar, ſaith the Lord, as that I Have given them up 
in reckoning with the reprobare of the Gentiles, and 
they ſhall juſtifie mine account and reje&ion of 

 them,by their like uncircumciſed carriage and hea- 
theniſh converſation : for they ſhall no lefſe defile 
my holy Cirie, thar is to ſay, they ſhall no lefſe hare, 
accuſe, perſecure, and keep under water the true 
and ſanRified Chriſtian, then do rhe hearhen and un- 
circumciſed as by over-long experience is wel known 
to the Church of God, which harh been, is, and ' 
ſhall be ( rill her czptivitie be rerurned)oppoſed for 
melancholy, mad, new,fatious, (chiſmaricall, hereti- 
call, by Chriftian Catholiques, policicians, Atheiſts, 
carnall Goſpellers, and ſuch heatheniſh proteſtors 
like to theis. 

And that the Church of God may not look for 
other or betrer entertainment at theſe her;incercom- 
moners hands, ſhe is here (by the predeterminate 
counſell of God) ro be rroden like a way, by theſe 
Gentiles an41 heath-niſh Chriſtians, 42 monerhs, 
meaning monerhs of yeers, to every moneth ac- 
counting(by propheticall ſupparation) rhirtie yeers, 
as in the verſe followiag ſhail be further manifeſted; 
confounding therein rhe Remiſaries of Rome, who 
ſwear ro perſw2de that they are bur monerhs of days, 
thereby ro rurne the worlds eye from the great 
Antichriſt that now is, to a pertie "Antichriſt which 
ſhall never come, | 


——. — 


VERS. 3. 
And I will give to my two witniſſes, and they ſhall propheſie 
a thouſand two hundred and ſixty days cloathed in ſackeloth; 
Duriog which time of the Churches diſgrace and 
—- A 4 _- 


a. 4 
— 


4 _ An Exeos1T10N of the 
deſolation, for te greater comfort of her Children, 
aad judgement of her adverſaries, I will, faith the 
Lord 3 I, by a wonderfull ourſtrerched- providence, 
will preſerve vnro the world the light and power-of 
my wo Teſtanzen:s, to guide their knowledge and 
converſation into the waycs of peace. Whereby rhe 
Lord manifeſtly reproveth the grotſe: ard vaine eX- 
peRation of thoſe, that rranfhate his meaning in this 
place ro the coming of Henoch and Ela: whereas of 
Aemochs return, either in fleſh oc in ſpigir, there is no 
ſyllable of promilc in all the Scriptures,andas couch- 
ing the ſpi- icuz]l rerurne of Elias promiled, is alrea- 


Mat,11.14. dy performed as the Lord him'elfe proveth. 
Pads N 


ow touching the time of their keeping watch 
while che world fl-epeth, the Lord yowethir ſhall be 
42. moneths before meartioned ; which hcoing 
aifjulved mro dayes, afrer the Kalender pf the fie- 
brews ( whoſe ycar did drive thirty dayes to every 
moneth , and rwelve moneths co every year ) «- 
mount ro the jzalt number of 1250. days here ſpeci- 
fied : which compurazion of the years is obſerved 
throughout the whole Bible, Damel onely excepred, 
who counteth after the ule aud file of re Chalde- 
ans, in whole ron;ucs and amongit whom he wrote; 
2nd conſequent'y the m neths being Propherica'l, 
tit 1s to lay, mone:Þs of years, ro each accounring 
thirty yezrs the re gne of Antichiift muſt necds en» 
dye 1260. vears. Which manner of reckoning years 
by dayes, though it ſeem ftrange, is uluall norwith- 
ſtanding with che Pi ophers of God, and therefvre is 
called Propheticall, as Ezekte! a day fora yeare, and 
* Dames feventie weeks are weeks of years,every week 
conraining ſeven yeais,as throughout this Prophet. 
Allo the moneths are moneths of years, ro every 
moneth accounting thirty years. From whence we 
conc'ude, Antichriſts three years and a/halle, oor 
cte 


X1.'Chapter of the Revelation. ' 5 
here and in Daniel, deciphered by a time, times, 
and halfe a rimg to be years. of years, every year 
containing ) 2- moneuhs of years, which amount to 
360. years, and multiplied by three and a halfe, do 
in the totall amounc to 1260. years. 

. And'td the end the world may take better notice 
of theſe his two reſtifiers and preſervers of truth, the 
Lord comniendeth the Knowledge of the parties, 
by rhe deſcriprion of their Garments, in ſaying,they 
are cloathed in ſackchoath ;, thereby nor onely dillever- 
J ing their reſtimonies ſrom all che ſofr and court] 
commentaries of flcſh and blood, which for the mo 
are raifed with infeRed matcer, and veſted with afte- 
&ed file 3 but alfo teaching us thar no man can re- 
I raine to the Lord, before wham they miniſter, un- 
$1cf he ſerve in the fame livery that they doe, and 
can rurne over the leaves of his life and pilgrimage » 
in faſting an# ſackcloth, and rrue repentance, as 
thefe his ſervants the Prophers and Saints have done. 


VERS. 4. 


Theſe are the two Olive branches, and the two Candleſtick + 
which ſtand in the preſence of the Lord of the Earth. 


A Nd rheſe my rwo Teſtaments are rhaſe two O- 

live Trees ( foith the Lord ) deſcribed by my 
,ophet Zachary, which ſtand and frugifie before 
he Ruier of the earth for ever and ever. For their 
aſe, that js ro ſay, their word and judgements ſhal 
either wither nor fade, though heaven and earch 
opIld periſh and melt away. And they are alſo two 
andleſticks, which carry in them the lighc of my 
uth,and power of my Spirir,the great Moderator of 
eaven and carth. | 


VERS, 


6 An ExPOSITION of the 
VERS. 5s, | 


And if any man will hurt them, fire ſhall come forth of their 
mouth, and devoure their enemies , and if any m4 1 will 
hurt them, ſo muſt he be ſlaine. 


Nd if any man ſhall wreſt their word from the 

aime and intention of their meaning ( faith 
the Lord ) or turne their Propheſie out of the way, 
by perverting or clipping the honour or purpoſe of h 
their word, the fire of my wrath denounced by the F* 
the mouth of theſe my two Teſtarrents ( for though 
they be two, yet they have but one mouth ) ſhall 
ſurely judge and execute thoſe lovers and makers of 
lies : and for the more affurance of chis ſentence a- 
eainſt them, the Lord doth iterate the curſe and 
vengeance of his heayy diſpleaſure, ſaying, And if any 
man will hurt them,ſo muſt he be ſlaine”; meaning (I ſay) 
by hurting , all manner diminiſhing of the words 
of their reſtmonie by fall, blaſphemous,and lying ex- 
pofirions, as ſome have done. 


VERS. 6. 


Th:ſe hve pwozr to ſhat h:4v2n, that it raine not in the 
daye; of their Prophefie, and they hav? power over th 
Witzrs, t) turze thm into blood, and t» ſmite the earth 
with all minner of plaguzs, ſo often as they will. 

Or the Lord hath ranche1 che mouzh of theſe 
_ his rwo P:ophers, as he did che mouth of Jeremy 

&the reſt of his {e:vanrs,of whom he ſaith, Behold thih 

day havel ſet thee over Nations and "Cingoms, to plutku 

709 out,d2\troy ant thro v down, baild ant plant.And in a 

notherc place, Therefore have I cut them downe by : 

Prophets, and ſlaine them by the words of my moutl all 

Such privil:dges the Lord hath given to theſe h ws 

two Teſtaments, that if chey once ſhut the heaven], 


Or 


tha ic rajae nor in the dayes of their Propheſy ng, 


cr 


XI. Chapter of the Revelation. 7 


tis to ſay, if they denounce a famine of the bread 
pf lite, towit, the word and knowledge of God 3 
' Þr pronounce a ſword ro come upon a Nation, King- 

Jome, or People, which the Lord here fignifieth by 
. Furning waters into blood 3 or if it pleaſeth rhem to 
; Frophefie ( which the Lord here calleth to firike ) 
' Þf any Peltilence. Earth quake, or other judgement 
£ $2 come, ſuch power is given them, thar if they ſay 
Y he word, it is done, as ir is written, Heaven an 
\ $-1th ſal! periſh, bat the words of their Prophefie ſhall 
11 $1 paſe till all be fulllfiled. 


f VERS. 7. 
Hind when they ſball have finiſhed their teſtimony, the 
d > a7 
"} beaſt which aſcendeth from the depth, ſhall wage battell 
hy againſt them, and kill them. 
\ Nd when his ſervants the Prophets and Apoſtles 
'F ſhall have fulfilled their courſe, and be tranſlated 
om the land of their labours, ro rhe land of reſt, 
aving to the world the inherirance ( as it were) of 
heir miniſtry ſealed up in the two Teſtaments of God, 
d preſerve the feare of his Name, and the know- 
the *8< Of his pleaſure among the Sons of mer, which 
e holy Ghoſt calleth finiſhing their teſtimeny ; 
Par chriſt rhe Beaſt, whoſe proper p'ace, whence he 
, and whither he muſt, is here deſcribed by the 
ame of the depth, ſhall-not onely hurt and wound 
em by ſlanderous and lying Expoſitions, as his 
lets and Aﬀe&s doe, but ſhall ſer his feer upon 


C4 eir Necks, and tread downe their divine authority 
n Fy the advancing of his curſed keyes, and the beaury 
y | his whoriſh Church above them, which the Spirit 
ou 


allerh waging battell, inhibiting them ro Propheſie, 
teach the words of their teſtimony vulgarly. And 
Dt onely putting them to ſilence, bur alſo repro- + 
ng, condemning them for corrupters, ſeducers, 
no and 


go 


\ \ ps 


Y 


An EXPOSITION of the 

and ſowers of herefies' among the people 3 "i 
preſumpruous' blaſphemy and murder , the Spit. 
diſcovereth in ſaying that Ke ſhall overcome hell. 
and kill them. wh dj 


VERS:8, * 6 
And their carkaſſes ſhall remaine in the ſtreet of the gred{,,.. 
City, which is ſpiritually called Sedome and Eg ypl, 
where their Lord alſo was crucified. 
Nd the Jetrer or text of their reftimony, whiclSphi 
the Spirit callerh their corps cr carkafſes, ſhala;, 
ren-aine in their Houſes, Cels,. Temples, hang 6h 
their girdles through all the Cities and Kingdomgh#r 
where the Beaſt and his Chatch is adored 3 which, 
in regard of their number be here named the greMlui 
City, ſo in reſpe& of their execrable worſhip and 
dulterous ſervice, contrary ro God and his hply Ch 
ty, they are here called alſo ſpiritually Sodome 3 met" 
ning, that as Sodome her Siſtcr did forſake the law ! 
full uſe and preſcription ot narure, and whe wh 1 / 
thineſle againſt narure ; ſo theſe loathing truth, ana. 
loving lies, ſhou'd ere ſtrange oblarions and prop 
tiations, as contrary ro the offerings and farisfattiro 
ons of the Saints, as was rhe fin of Sodome oppolirla! 
ro nature. or 
And ihe Spirirfurther calleth them by the namha: 
of Egypt, for thar in blindnefſe and haidnefſe ah 
hearc they every way match the preſumpruous anFhr 
mdurate Egyprians, ſtill purſuing and perſecuring as 
the ti uth, as Fharavb did IHraely till the God of lracthe 
deltroy them by the Spirix of his mouth, as he di@pe 
Pharach and his hoaſt by water. 0 
And in further dereſtarion of the cruell murchethe 
and inmranirie of this Beaſt and his adherents, the | 
holy Ghoſt layeth che blood of the Prince of thi 
Coycnant to their charge alſo, as cunningly as th 


13 J 
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Fhink to convey his mucther, and poſt it over to Je- » 
 {Fulalem. For 2s the Lord doth lay the. blood of his 
Fervant Abel to the charge of the Scribes and Bhari- 
" Wees of his own tiine, alchough he were ſlaine Tong 
"Þcfore thoſe Phariſegs were boxne, or 
Svilded, becavſe hewere the very image avd live + 
yimitation of his brather that murthered hirp : ſo 
She holy Ghoſt doth here Jay rhe inngcent blood of 
The Lord of glory to, the Charge of this vcifier, 
"Þnd his Citizens, becauſe they are the Children ayd 
| ; oy thar hgh Jy _ thoſe myrtherers 
ich cryed, Away with him, crucifle him, crucifie him. 
nd that we ſhould not marvell thereat, the holy. 
hoſt in another place goeth further, and faith, In 
ber ſhall be found the blood of the Apoſtles and Prophets al- 
'Clo, and all that ever for the teſtimonie of the truth were 
y lame on earth. 


mmn—_———a, —_— 
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oO : VERS. 9. 
SAnd there ſþall of the tribes, and people, and Gentiles, ſee 
14 their dead bodies three dayes and a halfe, and ſhall nst 
4 ſuffer their corps to be laid in monuments. 


ngA Nd all Nations and Kingdoms where the Beaſt is 
pi * worſhipped ( whom the holy Ghoſt for their 
Srophanarion in life and Religion, callech Gentiles } 
hail have, handle, and gaze upon the letter and 
orps of his two witneltes three days and a halfe, 
mhat is to ſay, the time, times, and halfe a time, 
Fherein the Beaſt ſhall Reigne and perſecnte, even 
nFhrcee propheticall yeares and a halfe, accounting 
in as in Ezekiel) all dayes for years. Neither ſhall 
aAhey ſufter the word of their Prophefie ro be read, 
li@pened, underſtood, and laid up in the hearts of the 
ople, the true and naturall monuments and ſepub 
hers,wherein the teftimonle of their words ought to 


gc inrerred. 
| VERS. 
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VERS. 10. PEAS Cr - 

And the inhabitants of the earth ſball be glad over then + 
and ſhall ſend gifts one to anther, becauſe 1hi(e 

. Prophets tormented them that dwell upon the earth. | M | 


Nd all the wotſhippers of Ge Beaſt, here nored{ + 
ior their number,by the inhabiranrs of the earth 


ſhall clap their hands over_their owne inventions 4 
and r:joyce in the death of the. ruth, and maky 1 
metry wich Bonefires, Vigils, Feſtivals, Procefliong 
- and in roken of joy, they ſhall ſend ( as the Spig a, 
faith ) gifcs one to another. Kings, and Princes, al 


people ſhall preſent and endow the Beaſt and} 
Church wich, donarions, immunities, - poſleffio 
gold and filver offerings, &c. and rhe Beaſt (on che — 
other fide } ſhall requite their kindnefſe with cirles 
bels, pardons, buls, and ſuch like : and the Spin 4 
yeildeth a reaſon of this their wicked and ungod 
comfort, becauſe they had pur our the eyes,of hi 
ewo Prophets, that their whoredomes and pwp þ 
nations might not be reproved ; then which, nc 
thing can be greater torment to the wicked, naf d 
more unſavoury to them thar perſh. 1 fa 
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VERS. 11- | 

And after three dayes and a halfe, the Spirit of life fr 
God entred into them,and they ſtood upon their feet ,anſj (, 
great feaxe fell upon all that ſaw them. 


A Nd foraſmuch 2s in the death and exterminatiay fr 

of Antichriſt by way of dependencie, conſiſted hi 
the life and reſurre&ion ( as it were ) of the Scrigf w 
rures ; the Spirit foreſheweth, that after che reign b 
ard perſecution of the Beaſt, #hich here ( as in thi © 
ni!th verſe ) is degermined by three dayes and F tc 
halfe. God will raiſe up faithfull and prudent Prietly a1 
Shepheards of underſtanding hearts,who ſhal righely h 
divide the words and teſtimonies of his two witne? 


XI. Chapter of the Revelation. n 
ſes, which the holy Ghoft fignifierh,' in ſaying d t 


1 ' the Spirir of life from God entred into them : 


the lerter 8&.cexr of the Scriprure eordor | there- 
of, ſo their rrue intent and meaning is the Spirit and 


A] life of chem 3 and by the faithfull miniſtry of ſuch as * 


4 the Lord ſhall raiſe in and about rhar rime, 'and for 
, 


[ 
ex 


| that purpoſezthe teſtimony of his ewo Prophers ſhall 


be reftored to their ſtrength: and ( as it were) ro 
their walking againe, which the Spirit fignifieth in 
ſaying,” They ſtood npon thety ſeet, as well to the terroy 
and aſtoniſhment of all lying and ſtapidious expo 
tors, as to the fear and admiration of rhe children 
and juſtifiers of wiſdome, as the holy Ghoſt conclu+ 
deth, ſaying, And great fedre fell upon all that ſaw them. 


VERS. 12. 


il 4nd I heard a loud voice from heaven, ſaying, Come up hi- 


ther : and they went up into heaven in a cloud, and their 
enemies ſaw them. p 


Nd the reſtauration of the true meaning of the 
Scriptures, which their enemies fo long kept pn- 
der, by all unjuſt and cunning ſhifts, ſhall be more 


{| famouſly knowne and publiſhed, then that they 


may any longer hinder or ſtop the glorious courle of 


{ their wonderfull inſtauration, which the Spiritin- 
'J rendeth in ſaying, that 1 hee:d a woice from heeven, 


ſaying, Come up hither , meaning that ir ſhould” be 
more poflible for their enemies co ſtay Ehas Charior 
from aſcending, or pull the wind back from purſuing 


his point, then-ro reſiſt the wiſdome of the fame, the 


which ſhall vindicarte the abuſe of the Scriptures,and 
by the power of cheir miniſtry (as in the ſtrength 


W of a cloud ) ſhall hold: them up, and reſtore them 


to their ſpirituall and heavenly meaning againe : 
and the Beaſt with all his Sorcerers and lyers, which 
have been their iong and ancient enemies, ſhall ſee 


q the glory of their regeneration,and wonder, and die. 


VERS. 


22 . .'-a ExposzT10N of the- 
| TERS. 13. & 
And in that houre there was mage a great. eertb-quak 
and the ter part of the City fell, and \bere were (lain 
in the m_—_ names of men ſeven thouſand, and 
reſt were caſt to a feare, and gave glory to the Gol 
of beaven. | 


ANd at ſuch time asit pleaſed God to begin hj 
work of inſtauration, and- to c2uſe the day-ſpring 
of his Goſpel ro ſhine ont of the night of Antichriſt 
darknefle; che abominable and deſolate profayation 
of the Beaſt, which had ſo long time over-caſt the 
earth, was in ſuch ſort diſcovered, that the very root 
of his throne and uſurped authoritic was dangerous 
flyſhaken,which the holyGhoſt cloſely folderh up,in 
ſaying, There was made a great earth-quak?. And furthe 
fore ſheweth,that ont of this concuthon there ſhould 
ariſe ſogreat defeRion, that the reoth part.of hi 
worſhippers ſhould revolt from him, and that this 
revolt ard defe&ion muſt coft the Jives of many 
thouſand men,which the Spirir arrererh in a mannet 


SS” BYE NY rin ns =n _ 


of ſpeech ſtrange ro us,buruſual with the Sc: ipturess} tl 
calling men names of men,as Chap.3.4.and mganing} © 
by ſeven thouſand many theonſand.ufing the derermin-J T 
ate number of ſeven indefinitlv, and for a number v 
Indeterminate,as it is alſo in Scripture ofren. Which tl 
broils and bloodſhed concerning the inftiturion off] tl 
religion, are ſo ſufficiently reported in the Com-Þ in 
mentaries of Bohemia anq4 Germanie, and in the Þ ©: 
troubles of France and Flanders, and other Naci« | pl 
ons, as ifir were purpoſely regiſtred in proofe of | ol 
this propheſie. Le 

Laſtly, the Spirir concluding. foretellerh that} fa 
many kingdoms in this defeRion, ſhould quite for- | th 


ſake the Beaſt, and haſte them out of Babylon home * 
again to build the walls of Icrnfalem, and to reſtore 1] w 
the morning and the evening Sacrifice of praiſe and; 
 thankſgiviyg 


9 


XI. Chapter of the Revelation. yg © 
thankſgiving, as in the former rime, and in the dayes _ -© 
AJ of old: in ſaying, And the reſt were caſt into a feare, ah - 

S gave glory to the God of heaven. 

| VERS. 14. 

| The ſecond Woe is gone, and behofd the third Woe will 
F come s | 
e firſt woe was the blaſphemy of Arianiſme, 
which the holy Gheſt in the ninth Chapter moſt 
aptly reſembleth unto a ſmoake aſcending from the 
depth, ſaying, That the Sun was darkned, and the aire 
with the ſmoake of the pit., meaning by the Sunne, the 
Son of God 3 and by the aire, the word of his truth, 
$ by whoſe onely meane and .interpoſition, the objeR 
of his Deitie was truly diſcerned: and in regard of 
this firſt wee which was kindled by Arizs, where- 
with the inhabitants of the earth ( as the Spirit fore- 
rold ns ) ſhould be tormented five mcneths, meaning 
monerhs of yeares, which by Prophericall account a- 
mounteth to one hundred and fifty years, which was 
the time of the Arian perſecuticn , as in. the Ec- » 
1g tlefiaſticall Hiſtories mere - plainly appeareth, 
a-4 The holy Ghoſt, Ifay, in regard of . this firſt 
er woe » -caileth the tragicall reigne of Antichriſt 
hÞ the ſecond woe, whoſe long time of ryrarny within 
of this Chaprer, in a generall manrer is declared, and 
1-4 in the 13. Chaprer ſollowing. more particoularlyand 
ie | exadtly diſcovered, though ac the writing of this Pro- 
j« } pheſie, it had his being onely im the foreknowledge 
of } of God, and was nor yet begon ro be afted, much 

1 lefle fully ended : yet in reſpeR it is here in a gene- 
it} fall manner fully revealed, the Lord (ro whom all 
r= | things paſt and to come are preſent ) ſaith, The ſecond 
e | Foe 7s gone, vpon dere) mination whereof the third 
& | woe muſt enſue ; which, for ir ſurpaſſeth both the 
| former in terror and greatnefie, the holy Ghoſt 
brivgeth it in with "_ of andicncey —__ 

t 


Mat, 24- 
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third woe will come,meaning the great and terrible day | 
of the Lord, fore-denounced by his ſervants the Pro-J 
phets, in the which all Nations ſhall ſtand as Priſo-J 
ners before him, and recelve every one according to 
the wayes wherein their heart hath walked. | 

And becanſe the day of the Lords comming inf 
glory, and conſummation of the world ſhall nor long : 
tarry after the determination and conſumprion off | 
Antichriſt ( as in the laſt verſe of the thirteenth | 
Chapter following , ſhall be more fully def}; 
clared ) the holy Ghoſt adderh the word ſore 4 as af j 
preciſe note of his ſpeedy comming, which our Lord 
alſo in another place confirmeth by a like word zm- 
mediatly, ſayiug, And immediatly after the tribulation offi - 
thoſe dayes, ( ſpeaking of the tyrannous reigne of the 
ſelfe ſame Antichriſt ) they ſhall ſee the Son of ma 
comming in the cloads of the aire. 


—— 


VERS. 15. 


And the ſeventh Angell ſounded with a Trumpet, andth 
were made loud woices in heaven, ſaying, The King '| 
domes of this world are made our Londs and his Chriftgh 
and he ſhall reigne for ever and ever. Amen. h 


Wunderſtanding of this verſe dependerth upc - 


—— — 


the 8. Chapter, where iris ſaid, And when be h . 
opened the ſeventh Seale, there was made ſilence in heave 4, 
c. And I ſaw ſeven Angells ſtand in the ſight of Godl j;; 
and there wvere given them ſeven Trumpets, (9c. Wherd «., 
rhe holy Ghoſt meaneth by the Lamb, the Son eff 
God, and by opening the ſeaventh Seale, a more patf a4 
ticular diſcovery of all ſuch things as concerne the: 
eſtate of his Church from his-aſcenfion to his como, 
ming in Majeſty, divided into ſeven as, declared by -_ 
ſeven Trumpets, ſounded by ſeven Angels, of whid 
acts the fixrh was the pageant of the delolation « A 
Antichriſt z the ſeventh and laſt is the comming « , 


« XI.Chapter of the Revelation. 15 
the Lord in the clouds of Heaven, and conſummation 
of the world, uttered in theſe words, And the ſeventh 
oj Angel ſounded with a Trumpet, and with «4 loud woice pro- 
tf clatmed, the Kingdomes of this world, ſo long time uſur- 
ped by Monarchs and Antichriſts, which by righr of 
Lordſhip and Inherirance, did evermore belong to 
the God of Heaven, and Prince of the Covenanr, ſhall 
now at length be reſtored to the right Lord and Jaw- 
full owner, and of his reigne, dominion and glory; 
there ſhall be no end, as the Spirit concludeth, fay- 
ing, And he ſhall reigne for ever and ever. Amen. 


: VERS. 16. 
1 off And the four and twenty Elders which ſat an thetfTeats in 


hell the fight of God, fell on their faces, and adoring God; 

nl (aid, We thanke thee Lord God Omnipotent, which art, 
which wajt, and which ſhalt come, becauſe thou baſt re- 
cerved thy great power and brighmeſſe. 


Y the foure and twenty Elders is meant the teſtimony 

h of Moſes and the Prophets, who for that they 
ing ſpake by the ſeven-fold Spirit of Majeſty which bur- 
aftgh meth night. and day abour the Throne of God, are 
here ſaid to fir on their ſeats in the fight of God. 
And for thar their judgements denounced from time 

POIF ro time agai::ſt Antichriſt and his Werſhippers , are 
bay now juſtitied vpon them, and the everlaſting King- 
vel dome of the Lord their God ( who hath ſtretched 
God his wings 10m Sea ro Sra, and from the rivero the 
her end of lands ) is now, ſer up for evermore z there- 
N AQfore the Spirit ſaith, thar they fell on their faces, and 
T adoring the juſtification of God, brake forth in prai- 
ſes and chank(giving, ſaying, We thank thee Lord God 
Ommipotent, (5c, 


hid VERS. 17. ' 
mn Y And the Gentiles were angry, and thy wrath is come, and 


8 J the time of the dead to be judged, and to render reward 
B 2 's 


” 
- 


16 # Expo$ITION of the 
$0 thy Servants the Prophets, ani Saints. and to them 
that feere thy Name, little an? ' great, and to deſtroy 
them that have corrupted the earth. 
Nd all Kingdomes , Nations: and people which 

have evill intreared Jeruſalem, and maoe a ſport 
of the ſhame and affliiou of Jaceb, ſhall now reap 

the © fruit of their ſavage and hea heriſh lives, and] , 

( mavgre their fury ) fhall endi'r& the wrarh and , 

judgement of him, who with juſtice jrdgerh and 

fighte:h, as the Spirit affirmeth. ſaying, the Gen 4 

tiles were angry, and thy wrath it come, and the time of the 

dead to-be judged. And the Spirit further ieſtifieth, 
that the Lord ( for whole glory that day was made ) 
ſhall render to every one their cuc hire or wages, 

( for ſo the Origina | .mporte'h, commonI» interpre'f g 

- ted reward) firſt ro his Sainrs and ſervants, and all 

that overcome, their hire and wages, which by pro- 

miſe, and for his owne Name fake, is dne unto them ;Þ xt 

Next, to all execratle Atheiſts, blaſphemous Cathos 

licks, incredulous Heathen, liers, Hereticks, carnal 

Goſpellers, and all other brazer ard unregenerare 

Chriſtians, the hire ard wages which to ther works - 

and deeds.an metits is dve;as the Sp rit concluderh, 

ſaying, And to render reward unto thy ſervants the Pr 

phets and Saints, and to them that feare thy name. little a 

great. and to deſtroy them that have corrupted the earth 

Bur concerning this ſeventh age, wherein the 

Lord ſhal come in Majeſty ro judge the quick and 

the dead. the Hcly Gheſt deferrech yer a while roff F* 

fpeake more particulaily thereof, and refumerh/ 

more exa@ly to intreate of the terme and perſe cus 
on of Antichriſt, and his accomplices. againſt rhe 

Church and Spouſe of Chriſt, that ſo rh+ -glory d 

his juſtice in thei juſt refuration and judgementJof 

may bee more bright and manifeſt. nin 
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q CHAP. XIL 

nd | r, 4 confirmation of the Prophe'y following. 

2, The Afr of the Moog and of ber Primitive 
It. 

ens 4. The Chur hes firſt perſecution raiſed by Ethnick Rome, 

the by whrſe immanity it came to paſſe , that ber beauty 

hy was m1 more ſeen in ber viſible nnd eminent graces, but 

 )] Hved bere and there diſperſed and ſcattered over the face 

Sf of the Earth 


el 8. The great battell berweene Chriſtianiſme and Paganiſme, 
alll Chrift end bis Truth overcommerb Fupiter and his pro- 
Ol fantition. 

N 3] 18. The Emperour removeth his Throne, pretending to ſtop 
WY the far of th* Enemy, but intending to root out the diper- 
ſed remnant of the Church. 


— I " 


1%) And the Temple of God was opened in heaven, and the Ark 
. of his Covenant was ſeen in his Temple, and there was 
made lightnings, woices, thunders, earth-quakes » and 
greet haile- 


r= I Apoſtle having drawne iv the former 
{Ea9 >| part of chis Propheſie a flight draughc 
If [E,=47 [x91 ( aS ir were ) and defignment of Anti- 
hel (174 KY&! chiift, doth now in the Prophecy fol- 
| lowing revifit and perfeR the diſcovery 
ntg of the Beaſt, and hang him up to the view and diſcer- 
ning of heaven and earch. And ta the end that this 
{his worke of manifeſtacion may carry in ir faire and 
| uncontcollable credit, the Apoſtle in this Verſe afſu- 


ne 
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reth us, that he revealeth no other word concer- 
ning the Church and her preſſures here on earth, du- 
ring the perſonall abſexce of her Lord, then thac 
which he heard at the Councell-rable of God, which 
he delivereth in a manner of ſpeech uſualÞ with the 
Prophers, And-the Temple of God was opened in Heaven, 
and the Ark of bis Covenant was ſeen in the Temple, allu- 
ding to the Temple of Jeruſalem, and fignifyirg 
thereunder that the words of this Revelation are no 
leſſe ſooth and true, then if he had received them 
from the Oracle of God, which ſpgake from over the 
Ark of his Teſtament, within the®Femple of Jeruſa- 
lem, whoſe words and anſwers, For their divinity, 
Majeſty, power and glory, are here, as elfewhere, 
figured by voyces proper to God, and not ro man, as 
lightning, thunders, earth-quakes, and haike. 


— — - —— 


VERS. 2. 
And a great figne appeared in Heaven, a woman cloa:hed 
with the Sunne, and the Moe under her feet, and on 
her head a Crowne of tweive Starves. 


Ur before the 5p'1ir rakes in hand to diſcover tis 

perſecutors of the Church, ir p'eaſerh him fiſt co 
deſcribe the Church it ſeife. tht ſo the barbarous 
wMmanitie of her enemies may be more apparent and 
juſtly abhorred, being uſed 2gainſt a crearure of iuch 
virginall, innocent and patient modeſtie, who for 
her rare and admirable beaury is here called a great 
fegne, or heavenly apparition, ivmbolizing her tear- 
full, moceft, ſober and matron: like behaviours with 
ch'appellation and quality ofa woman ; for f-» ſhe 
15 in holy Scriptures ofcen called, The faireſt woman, 
the Kings daughter, daughter of Sion, daughter of Feruſa- 
lem, the Spenſe of Chriſt, Mother of the juſt, 4c. And 
ro the end ſhe may the better be diſcerned of us, the 
Apoſtle deſcribeth her garments and wearing, ſaying, 
ſhe was cloathed with the Sume, meaning that ſhe had 


pur 
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XII.C hapter of the Revelation. 19 
put on the Lord Jeſus, Sunne of juſtice, that is to 
ſay, her Soule was veſted with an affurance of the 
mercy and love of God in Chriſt Jeſus her Lord ; 
which juſtice or juſtification of the Spouie and ker 
children, is called ia holy Scriprore by way of Mera- 
phor, the white ſtone, and the wedding Garment. For 
as a Stoale or Garment covereth the ſhame and na- 
kedneſſe of our vile bodies: ſo the mercy and love of 
God, inſured os in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, hideth the 
ſhame and nakednefſe of our finfull fou!s. And to 
prove that her Garment was truly woven of rhe two 
divine threads, to wit, the aſſurance of mercy, and 
the aſſurance of love in Chriſt Jeſus her Lord ; the 
Spirit giveth in for evidence, the fruits of this her 
lively and juſtificall faith, cloſely hiding her newneſſe 
of life, her hatred of fin, and her love of God, as un- 
der a vaile, in theſe words, And the Moone under her 
feete ; ſignifying thereby, that ſhe had now quire 
forſaken and forgotten her fathers houſe, that is, had 
ſlaine her naturall, finſull, and wonted afteRions, and 
was revived, and renewed in mind, and with her Lord 
was now riſen, and aſcended up) as he into the heaven 
of heavens, ſo ſhe toa new cuſtome and carriage of 
life, far above and higher then the Moone: forall 
her ſtudy and hearts delight was now in heaven, 
where her hope, her love, her life, and her deareſt 
Lord liveth and reigneth, God, to be praiſed for ever 
and ever, Amen. 

Laſt of all, the Spirit ſetterh forth her head-attire, 
whereby her honour and eſtate was beſt knowne,and 
wherein ſhe moſt delighted, ſaying, that ſhe wore on 
her head a Crowne, made of a mettall muck finer 
then gold, for it was made of the doQtrine of the 12. 
Apoſtles, who for that they are the Lords lights, and 
lanterns to guide the feer of finners when fin hath 
benighre3 them,are here cal'd by the names of Stars, 


And on ber head @ crowne of twelve Starres, 
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And being great with child ſhe cryed, travelling and labour» 
© ing to be delivered. 

Nd by the words which her eares received, her 

hcart conceived, and fhe was great with feare 
and godly ſorrow, travelling under the burden of her 
fins, and reſtlefſe deſire to be reconciled to God : 
which anguiſh and paines of. her ſorrowfull heart and 
broken ſpirit, the Apoſtle moſt excellencly compa- 
reth to the ſorrows of a woman in travell. In which 
her ſpiritual] labour and paine,ſhe could by no means 
be relieved or eaſed,untill her Lord were faſhioned in 
her, that is, untill her heart were fanAtified by faith : 
" for no Treacle could heal her miſerable wounded 
ſoul, but the affirance of mercy onely ; nor any 
warer could quench the burning flames of her reſtles 
defire, bu: the love of God oneiy, inſured her in 
Chriſt Jeſus her Lord, and written in the fleſhly ta- 
hles of her hearr, by the finger of God, according to 
his promiſe;his fi-ſt and laſt and everlaſting covenant 


— 


— 


VERS. 4. , . 


And anther ſigne appeared in heaven, for lo a great red: 


Dragm having ſeven heads and ten hornes, and on bis 
heads ſeven diatlems. "ee 

AS night doth foliow diy, and the ſhadow the bo- 

dy , ſo muſt the C offe iol ow Chriſt, and affli&i- 
on his Church ; whoſe Sunne cou!d no ſooner ſhine; 
bur the envious man 1aiſed up a mighty ſtorme of 
perſecution to cloud the brighrngſſe of her beautiful] 
beams ; which for the exrravrdinary tprie thereof, 
the Apoſjle callech q wonder or ſigne, meaning the 
Chnrches firſt and primitive perſecution raiſed by 
Ethaik Rome, who tor his power, immanitie, and ma= 
lice co the Church of Gad, is here: called a great red 
Dragon ; and both for that his, Throne and City was 
(g4ed gn ſeven hills 3 as alſo for that he 'was in; all 
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XII. Chapter of the Revelation, _ 
1n.pietie, pride and prophanation, the torall fum and 
epirome ( as it were ) ofall the ſeaven Monarchies, 
unto whom ( from the beginning of time, to the end 
—_— ) "s , Fiven and vp the charter _ 
commilton of blaſphemin » and cogvpring his 
world ( as in the 13. Chapter tollowing Bare har- 
ay wa diſcovered ) the Apeſtle adderh, Having ſe-___ 
ven Peads. \ 
And in regard his power did beat downe*the * 
wer of all Nations, and made ſpoile and purchaſe of 
all Kings and Kingdomes on earth, the Spirir fairh, 
he had ten bornes : for the hornes ſignifie Kings and 
Kingdomes, and the number of. ten jnclnde all , be 
they never ſo many, as all numbers are made of ren, 
and their redvplication, be they never o infinire. 
And becauſe he came to advance his head ſo high, 
by the pawer of his ſword, his Leaders and legions, 
the Spirit crowneth his heads with magnificence aud 
diadems, faying, And on his beads ſeven diadems. 


VERS. 5. 

And his taile drew the third part of the Starres of heaven, 
and caſt them to the earth.. And the Dragon ftood before 
the women which was ready to be delivered, that when 
ſhe had brought forth, he might devoure her Son. 

He head of this great red Dragon, was his Regall 
fiſt eſtate, governed þy Romulus and fix other 
ſucceſfive King coats, which Seneca calleth his infancy 


— 


: or nonage, wherein he lived, ſwathed and nouriſhed 


in blood 244. years, as his owne Hiſtorian reporteth. 
' The body of this great red Dragon was his Conſuls 
ſecond eſtate, which Seneca calleth his ſull age, part 
Ariſtocraricall, part Demecraticall, and was therefore 
ſtiled, Senatus populuſque Romanus : from whence part- 
ly by reaſon of his over-weight and fulfome abyn- 


dance, 'as one of his owne noteth, Romanis laxitas 


mundi (5 rerum amplitudo dams fuit 3 and partly for 


22 An EXPOSITION of the 
want of enemies abroad to wreak their proud and 
kingly humours on, hefell into th'inteſtine evill of 
<civill wars at home, which did caſt him into his mi» 
nority and wardſhip againe. 

And this his laſt eftate of regiment imperiall, the 
holy Ghoſthere callech his taile; which confiſfeth of a 
rout of Monarchs, ſeventie Keyſars long, who for that 
they ſo furiouſly perſecuted and havocked the blood 
of the chiefeſt Saints and ſervants of God, the Spirit 
faith that with his curſed taile he drew the third part of 
the Starres of heaven, and caſt them to the earth. 

And not contented with the ſlaughter of his faireſt 
ſights and ſtars of his Church, proceeded to deſolate 
rhe whole hoaſt of heaven, even all the ſeed of the 
Spovſe, named before the Churches child, and here 
ber Son, meaning thoſe in whom, by the miniſtry of 
his faiceſtſtars ( his Servants the Apoſtles ) Chriſt 
was now formed, and of whom the Church was now 
ready to be delivered 3 for ſo much the Apoſtle un- 
ſaldeth in theſe words, And the Dragon ſtood before the 
woman which was ready to be delivered, that when ſhee 
ſhould bring forth, he might devoure her ſon. 


VERS 6. 
But ſhe brought forth a man-child, who was to governe all 
Nations with an iron rod : and her Son was taken up to 
God, and to his Throne. | 
Ur notwithſtanding all rheir fury , the Church 
= brought forth her firſt fruit, which for their faich, 
charity, Jabour and patience;the ſpirit nameth a Man- 
child : and becauſe they followed the Lord in the Re- 
generarion, and overcame by keeping his words and 
works unto the end, they received the ſelfe-ſame ho- 
nour, which to their Lord alone and in chief belong- 
eth,'namely, that they ſhall jadge the Tribes, of Iſrael, 
end bave dominion over the Nations, and ſball rule them 
with a rod of iron, and break, their glory like a patters veſſel. | 
as 
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XII. Chapter of the Revelation. 23 
as the Lord hath promiſed, Mat. 19. & Apoc. 2. 

And in remembrance of the render care and pro- 
vidence of 'God over the ſeed and firſt fruit of his 
Church, the Spirit concludeth, that when they had 
ended wþeir courſe, they were taken up to God, and to hrs 
Throne, far from the reach and rage of their enemies. 
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VERS. 7. 
And the woman Fled into the _—_ where ſhe bad a 
place prepared of God, that there they might feed her a 
thouſand two hundred and ſixty dayes. 


Ur the Church of God, here named the woman, mo- 

ther of this faire and primirive fruit, being no 
longer able to weather our her ſtormes, was enforced 
to hide her beau y, and to. retire her ſelfe into the 
ſecrer chambers of Gods providence and her owne 
conſcience, and to rake up her lodging in the defare ; 
not that her light was utterly extinguiſhed , as her e- 
nemies reproach her: {or alchoogh ſhe were dilper- 
ſed, diſtretled, and enforced ro hide her extraordina- 
ry and eminent graces 3 yet the beauty of her true 
1epentance and of her bvely faith, ſeconded with a 
charirable life and patient expeRation of better 
things to come, ſt-l] ſhined as a Candle in a darke 
place 3 and like a ſhip preſerved in a tempeſt, ſhe re- 
mained {ti!l che ſame , of whom the world was not 
worthy ; never wanting the loving proteGion of her 
deareſt Lord. who in all her troubles was mindfull of 
her, as of Elias his ſervant, or Iſrael his firſt-borne 3 
carefvil tro provide her, both of honourable harbour 
and princely diet. Her reſting place was reſtlelle, 
ſtrewed and ſcattered far and neare over the face of 
the earth 3 for ſuch a lodging 6Gid beſt beleeme her 
broken and reſtleſſe heart, which ſojourned is earth, 
bur dwelt in heaven ; and did alfo beſt defend her 
perſon from the furious inquifitions of her enemies. 

Neither was her Lord lefſe loving and provident 
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concerning her food, for he preſerved for her diet the 
tw> witnelles of his eterna 1 Covenant, rnat frm 
thei! breaſt ſhe might ſuck che pure and wt» 51 
milke of giace and life, that fo ſhe might be both 
nobly harboured, and privcely fed during rhe tedi- 
ons and odious Reig'e of the great Whore the 
Chu:ch of Rome, who during her exile ſhould ſurp 
her Chair and under the vizard of her name ſhould 
perſecute her name and generation, « thouſmd two 
hundred and fixty years, here ( as before ) myſtically 
deciphcred under a thouſand rwo hundred and ſixty dayes. 
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VERS. &. 
And there was waged a battell in heaven, Michael and his 


Angels fought with the Dragon; and the Drag 


fought, and his Angels. 


Nd at rhe ſame time that the Temple of God was 

opened in heaven, the Anoſtle allo foreſaw that 
great and bloody conten-ion, rhen which ( face the 
dayes of heaven ) was never waged greatc: » great 
in regard of the Armies, and great inrelpz:&t of the 
cauſe. 

The Armies great, as well for the greatneſſe of che 
Generals, as for the yalour and nymbec of their 
Forces. 

The Genera'! on the one fide, was the power of 
Go3, ſciphered by Michas! the Prince of the Cove- 
nant, wio itood for the children and people of the 
Higheſt. The G-nerall on the other fidey was the po- 
wer of Sata, fizured by Ethnick, Rome, here ( as be- 
fore ) called the Dragon, 

. In their Forces are to be conſtJered the Leaders 
and the Souidie-s. The Leaders and Caprtaines on 
the parr of Michael were Divas Perrus,. Divus Paulus, 
Divus Johannes, and the reſt of that divine and N9- 
ble order of Sainrs. And oa the Dragons part were 
Leaders and Chicfrains, Divas Tiberius, Diuns Caligula, 
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Diuur Claudius, Divus Nero, and the reſt of that moſt 
filchy and excciable traine. 

So great was he multitude and number of Soub- 
dicrs, thar nove of what degree, ſex, age, or condith- 
on ſoc ver, bur wuſt be preſt for the one fide or for 
the other 3 the valour aid vertue of the Soldiers 
exceeded all praiſe ; few ſubdued __ the weake 
overcame the ſtong, a handtull of Chr.ſtians a world 
of infidels. | 

The cauſe was great, and higher then the heavens 3 
whether God or Belal, Ch iſt or Jupiter. Chiiſtia- 
niſme or Paganiſme were more venerable for anti- 
quitie, majcſt.cail for amplitude, more conſtant for 
continuance, and in all other reſpeR&s of wiſdome, 
honour and Majcſt'e mate worthy to be inibraced 
and adored of the ſons of men 3 wh:ch was for life 
conten6ed by the Dragou, his Angels and AﬀeRts 
ard was for life withſtood and difapproved by Mt 
chael and his Angels, and their followers. The iflue 
of this contention folleweth. 


<— 
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| VERS. g. | 
But they prevailed not, neither was their place found any 
more in Heaven. | 


A*® the Þartel was great, ſo was the v Rory glorious: 

for though che Dragon with his ſapient Senates, 
his prophane Angels, and his uncleane abberrors, in- 
tended all their forces, moving ( as it is in proverb ) 
heaven and earth to make room for the abomination 
of Jupiter, and ro keep under warer the everlaſting 
Lord and Prince of the Covenant ; as among the 
many Moruments of time is ſufficiently proved and 
maintained by Orofius,and by lm, ro whom he wrore, 
in his book de C-viiate Det yer the Spirit foicſeeing 
the Dragons folly , and how in vaine he kickt a- 
gainſt rhe ſpur, in ſcorne of his preſumption wh 
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But he prevailed ngt ; and concluding affirmeth, that” 


the poſſeſſion of heaven (fo long time uſurped by 
inceſtuous murtherers, and execrable curtizans, gods 
and goddeſſes of their owne forging ) muſt be re- 
fgned now to the rrue Lord and owner of all, who 
hath taken his place at the right hand of the Father, 
and hath depoſed for eyer from their uſurped ritles 
of deitie, all gods and goddeſſes, phantaſmes made of 
worms, created and divified by th*inventions, relati- 
ons, conſecrations, and canonizartions of the Dragon, 
his Taile and ſucceffors, as the ſpirit diſcovereth in 
ſaying, Neither the place of them was found any mme in 
Heaven, 
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VERS. 1o. 

And that great Dragon was throwne downe, the old Sexr- 

pent, called the Devil and Satanas, which ſeduceth the 

whole world, and he was caſt into the earth, and his An- 
gels were throwne downe with him. 


ANd the great and prophane power of the Roman 
Monarchy, which had fo long time oppreſſed 
and corrupted the earth, was now at length dereQted, 
and thereupon difſeized of, ani from her uſurped 
claim of heaven for ever, as the Spiric diſcovereth in 
ſaying, And that great Dragon was throwne downe- 

And for that the Devil did corporally dwell ( as 
it were )) in her, ſpreading the beams of his wicked- 
nefſe at full, in all idolatry, impierie, and preſumpri- 
on againſt God, and in all oppreſſion, injuſtice and 
immanitie towards man ; the Spirit crowneth her 
with the cognoments of her Sire, calling her, for her 
malice to the truth, a Serpent 3 for her crimination 
of the Saints, a devil; and for hoſtility to God and 
his Szints, Satanas : ſpeaking therein, afrer the man- 
ner of the Lord himſelfe, who calleth his treacherous 
ſteward a Dive, though he were a man, begaule the 
fallnefſe of Satan did dwell in him, filling his hearc 
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XII. Chapter of the Revelation, 27 


withyſuch a perfe& hatred of his innocent Lord, and 
lamentable love of his guiley penie, that he ſold Ca- 
naan for Egypr, heaven for hell, and God for filver. 
And becauſe rh* impietie of Governors, is not 
onely their owne decay by evil doing, bur alfo by en- 
forcement and evil example, the ruine of their peo- 
ple ; rhe Spirit layeth the ſeduRion- of the whole 
earth ro the charge of rhe Dra for ruling it after 
the level and preſcription of Rome, ſaying, which 
ſeduceth the whole world ; and rhereupon giverh juſt 
judgement and ſentence of death againſt him, name- 
ly, that as in his beginning he crepr ovrt of the earch, 
and by the ſcale of his wickednefle aſcended fo high, 
as tO preſume to thruſt his hanghry head inro heaven, 
and build his neſt above the ſtars; as did his anteceſ- 
ſors, Aſſur, Beltaſſar, Darius, Alexander, and the reſt of 
their com : ſoby a like power of ſword and crn- 
elty, he ſhall ſhortly returne to his friends againe, 
and be made even with the earth, from whence his 
ſtock and firſt eſtate was borrowed 3 and the power 
of his Ceſars, counſell of his Senators, ſophiſtry of his 
Sorcerers ( which-with ſuch indurare and obſtinate 
minds, ſtood for th* honour and worſhip of Devils ) 
ſhould be no longer able ro uphold the reverence of 
their Jupiter Capitolinus, who was now deteRed for a 
Rogue, and by the voices of Michaels Angels ( as by 
whips and palports ) was ſent home againe to the 
place of his birth, namely the earth, from whence 
his morrall and vile genealogie was taken, and with 
with him alſo were Ceſars undivified, and ( for all 
their Senates proud relations ) were made to take 
up the grave for their latrer end, and ſhame for their 
fame, andwormes for their heritage, as the Spirit 
ſoretelleth, ſaying , And be was caft downe unto the 
earth, and bis Angels were throwne downe with him. 


VERS. 
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VERS. rr. ew 
And I heard a great wice in heaven, ſaying, Now is made} + 
ſatuation, and force, and King.ome of our God, and the 
power of bis Chriſt, becauſe the accuſer of our brethren is 
caſt downe, who accuſed them before the ſight of our 
God day and night. | 
7 Either was this famous viory obtained in' a 
corner, or ſpoken in the car, bur (as che Spirit 
reporteth ) ſo valourouſly gotten, and fo audibly 
proclaimed , that ail the world heard the report 
thereof, witnefſe the records of thoſe times, at 
which the holy Ghoſt pointerh' in theſe words, And1 
heard a loud woice in beaven, ſaying, and ſounding the 
victory of Chriſt and Chriſtianiſme againſt rhe Dras 
. gon and his Angels, his ſorcerers, and their prophane 
and 1dolatrous paganiſme , in theſe devout and 
divine notes, Now 1s made fatoaiinn, and force, and the 
Aingdome of our God, and the power of bis Chriſt ; and 
rom a reaſon of this ſo pious and triumphant joy, 
cavle the folly and fury of the Dragon and his An» 
gels, which ſo continua!ly accuſed the Saints and ſer» 
vants of God, for peſtiient fellows,movers of (edition, 
maintainers of ſets, polluters of che Temple, reach- 
ers of new Gods, enemies to Ceſar , word-ſowers, 
babblers, blaſphemers, is now upon ſerting and go- 
ing downe for ever. Which death and downfall of 
their ſpirituail whoredome, the holy Ghoſt dilctoferh 
in ſaying , Becauſe the accuſer of our brethren is ceſt forth. 
And for the greater comfort of the Church, and 
judgement of her enemies, concludeth, that theres 
a perfe& Court-roul kept, as well of the ſufferings of 
the Saints, as of the flanders of their foes, ſo openly 
eommitrred in the face of the Court, and betore aVſe 
Judge of ſo clear a fight and eternall memory! as tha 
they ſhall never be diſcharged of forgotten,which the tl 
Spirit inferreth in ſaying, Who accuſed them before thel] c: 
Feht of onr God day and night. ed 0 
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XKll;Chapter aftbe Revelation. tg 
And by v4 Day + ofube | fa ab th 
de | And they overcame bim by the;þlood of the: Lamb, .< 
hel wordaf abeir teſtimony 3 and they loved nottheir lives 6 
Is ven unto the death, © META 
ur | Br of all, the holy Ghoſt diſcovererh the ſpiriru- 
all armour and weapons wherewith the Angels 
a | aud ſervants of Michael obrainedrhis famous vit 
ie] over the: Dragon and his SeRaries, and faith, that 
ly{ they were cempered of theſe-rwo divine vertues, faith 
x4 and patience. For by the ſhield of faith, which che 
ard Spirit ( by- EI calleth: the blood of the 
11] Lamb, and with the ſword of his'two witnefles; and by 
he rhe word of their teſtimony, overthrew all forces 
a+j and argumenrs drawne from r of reading, whi 
nef| the Spirit ohſerverh in theſe words, Anil they overcame 
nd | him by the blood'of the Lathb,' aud gy the word bf their tefti- 
the mony 3 and Winch arguments #5 were di from 
adf che block, asfite, ſword;' perſecuirion, interdidion, 
Jo | and ſuch like, the Children of the Chufch quenched 
n-{ them with tears, prayers, patience and martyrdome, 
er- || as thei Lord? had given them charge, and left rhemt 
0, | example which rhe' Spirit uncovereth in faying; 
h- | And they loved not heif hues even unto the death.” 
V E R $. I3» 
of | Therefore rejeyce O Heavens, and you that dwell in them. 
hl Wo to the Earth, and to the Sea, becauſe the Droel is 
th diſcended to you, having great wrath, knowing that he 
nd | Path but a /ittle time. 
es | AS atrer vitory followerh divifion'of ſpoile, ſo the 
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Spirit ſhurs up this heavenly conqueſt with cri- 
aly|{ amph and joy, inviting thereunro all the Saints and 
e a\Iſervants of God, whict\have from time to rime main- 
& tained and defended th*honotr of his Name _ 

zeh the ' Dragon, His forcerers and forceries. And be- 
thef] cauſe by their good ptofeffion and godly converfari- 
on they teſtified the glory of God: ( as doe the _ 
G n$ 


, 


30 -*An ExPostTiON of #he" e 
© vens) by their obedient converſions, the Spirit 
crowneth them with rhe name of the heavens, ſaying, 
Therefore tejoyee O heavens, and you that dwell in them. 

And on the other part, pronounceth Wo, firft to 
all Nations and Kingdomes acceffary to theſe ſpiritu- 
all whoredomes'of the Dragon, whom ( according 
to their earthly mind ) he moſt aptly reſembleth to 
the earth 3 next, to the Empire itſclfe, as the ſcele- 
rum caput and-ſtable of iniquicy, whem for his fear- 
full power and unbridled rage, the Spirit moſt ele- 
gantly callerh by rhe name of the Ocean, and the Sea : 
and concludeth his wo with a reaſon why, becauſe 
both in one and orher, the power of Satan had taken 
ſuch deep root, that the more the light of the truth 

did bewray their madneſle, the more they ftrove and 
ſtormed againſt it 3 and ſo much the rather, becauſe 
their Ay was now aP the higheft ; and that the 
Kingdome of Chriſt did gather fo faſt npon them\that 
of neceſliry a mutation of their forrunes muſt-needs 
follow, with. a ſubverſion nor onely of their Paga- 
niſme, bur alſo of their power Czfaricall ; which the 
Spirit cloſely foldeth up in theſe words, Knowing that 
be hath but alittle time 3 which one Apoſtle alſo ob« 
ſerveth, 2 Thef.. 2. 
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VERS. 14. 
And when ihe Dragon ſaw that be was thrown to the earth, 


" ——_—_ the woman that brought forth the' man- 
child. 


Nd when the raging Romane Empire faw, that 
his mamrenance of Japiter, and his idol art of ma- 
king ſhrines, was to deſcend for ever ( as among ma- 
ny voices, ſome even to this day are heard ro. cry.; 
ver geance upon his idols, inforcing them with ſhame 
to refigne their uſurped titles of gods, and clajime 


_— 


= P54, na wana, ae ot wa, es wed. 


of heaven, to the true Lord and owner thereof ) 
he rooke the courſe of the wicked, whoſe _— i 
as 
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| witnetles, which the Bridegroome, of purpoſe lefc 


4 blind; chey lead her 1. if ſhe be heavy, rhey comfort 


Her, and -make her ſo typrg. of conſtjrutiou, par af: 
"hy [ ne 


XIL.'Chapter of the Revelation, 24 
(830ne of their owne moteth.) Maliia dlig aliam tus: * 
76, and. to add figro fin ( 484 holy oneſaich)..20,p,. . -- 
quench his thirſt with drunkeuneſle :. for ſo proceed-! © 77 | 
<d this Beaſt, adding ro his blindneſſe boldneffe, re- 
deeming his blaſphemy, with rage and perſecution ; 
and was fo far from comming to himſelfe, and taking 
up. repentance to waſh away his crying fins, that 
( as the Spirit concludeth: ) he more and ,more pur- 
ſued the Church, and pe«rſecured_ the-woman, which 
broughe forth her firſt borne and prinutive fruit, here 
called, for their, faith, rheir patience, aud their godly 


ralour, the man-child. 
a þ © * 0 " Wataonee" 1 Fees 
And there was given unto the woman two wings of the great 
Eagle, that ſhe might Flee into the deſart, unto ber place, 
where ſhe was nouriſhed frr a time, and times, at 
4 time, from thy face of the ſerpent, 
p.Ur the Lord, who had. fo dearly bought his Shana» 
mire, was no letie, carefull to preſerve-and carry 
her ro the place of her reſt, with a ſtrong and ont- 
ſtrerched prov flence , even upon his qwn 8 wings, 
whole feathezs were made of the truth of his pro- 
miſe, ſealed and delivered by the hand of his two 


GE 


with the Spouſe, ro accompany and guide her, when- 
ſoever ſhe rewoverh;. If ſhe travell. by: day* they are 
her leadivg cloud 3. if. by night, they archer pillar of 
fire : if ſhe flie, they lend her wings'3" if ſhe wan- 
der, they harbour her; if ſhe be naked, they cover 
her ;, if in priſon, they viſit Her ; if ceprive, they 
redeem her 3 if ſhe be weak, they ſuſtaine her ; if 


her 3; if nick, they recover her + if ſhe doube hey re- 
ſolve "oe 3 if ſhe cre, they dire bee > if the thirſt 
they give-her.to drink ;. and if ſhe hunger, they fee 
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32 - An ExpovtiTiON of the * 
flitions are rejoycings to her, baniſhment a haven, 


afriend, lofſe and death advantage. And. 


by theſe comforts ( as by hands ) they convey her 
to her ſolitude and reſtleſſe place of reft, as the Spirir 
diſcovereth, ſaying, But there were given to the woman 
two wings of the great Eagle, that ſhe might Flee into the 
deſart, unto ber reſting place, where, ever fince her pri- 
mitive diſperfion, ſhe hath lived ſtrewed and fcatre- 
red far and neer, over the face of the earth, ſeen and 
knowne of her Lord, by whom ſhe is prote&ed, and 
of the Children of wiſdome, of whom ſhe is juſtified : 


and ſo doth and muſt remaine hidden and retired into 


the privy Chambers of Gods providence, and her 
owne Conſcience, duriog the Reigne of Antichriſt, 
whoſe curſt and arrogant ſupremacie, was to riſe out 
ofthe aſhes of the Dragons Emperiority, as the holy 
Ghoſt prophecyed. 

And thus, hiding her eminent primitive graces, 
muſt cloſely and filently keep the Lords watch, and 
ſtand upon her honourable guard three propheticall 
years and a halfe, here ( as in Daniel) derer- 
mined by a time, and times, and halfe a rime, 
from the reach and rage of the Serpent, his taile and 
ſucceſſors. 


— — 


VERS. 16, 

And the Serpent caſt out of his mouth, after the woman, 

water, as tt were a Flood, that he might make her to be 
carried away with the Flood. 


ANd when the Dragons train of Ceſars ( who, for. 


their malice to the truth, and ſeducing the Nati- 
ons, are here called by the name of the ancient ene- 
my and ſeducer of mankind, the Serpent ) ſaw, that 
they could no longer havock the Church of God, by 
reaſon of her cloſe fight and ſecrer po they 
deviſed to porſue her with” their bloody edi&s, and 
lacrilegious conſtitutions, which they breathed on 

| ag ai 


SS » ©@ © «« «aA Q - - -<w?.,, i*> 


«a. 


fnomand 


Ws SS < FA wg BoA 4X aca ec ct A _R89mwW ih 


—_ T7 6 = WW og 


nd. MO. end 


hues by & Y Th on O37 Y ns 


XII.Chapter of the Revelation. 33 
a8 ainſt her, in ſach raging and farious manner, as the 
Toe therefivs reſ -_ the rokas al ck bar- 

us Inquifitions , unprincely pts unto 
the anmercifull rage and current of a flood, hoping, 
that as by their unplacable fury they had diſperſed 
and driven the Spouſe to corners, fo by the due exe- 
cution of cheir cruell promulgations, they mighrtur- 
terly conſume her generation, and Hlor onr al[ler- 
ters of her honorable name 3 for ro that white onely 
they aimed, as the Spirit concludeth, Thar he might 
make ber to be carried away of the Flood. 


VERS. 17. 

And the Earth boly the Woman, and the Earth ogened her 
mouth, and ed up the Flood, which the Dragon 
Caſt ont of bis mouth. -y1d bes 

RUr in reliefe ofthe Churches preffures and perfecy- 
tions, her Lord gave charge unto his hand-maid 

the Earth, ro comfort, help aud {uccour her his 
Spouſe : and as Moab was charged to hide the chaſed 
Ifrael of God, and not bewray him thit was fled and 
eſcaped, but ro dwell with him, and to give him co0- 
vert and proreQion fro 11 the face of the deſtroyer 3 
ſo here the Earth was commanded ro reach forth her 
helping hand, and to take in and harbone the Lords 
exiles, in the ſecret chambers of her defarrs, moun- 
raines and caves, thar ſo ſhe might either afford her 
cloſe and quier ſafeguard, or in wirnefle of her faith, 
aud proofe of her parience, receive the blood which 
her curſed brethren ſpilt z which courteſie and ten- 
der favour, the Spirit remembreth to the perperuall 
praiſe of the benefaRors of the Spouſe, ſaying, Bus 

the earth holp the woman, and opened her mouth, q 

lowed up the Flaod which the Dragan caſt out of bis mouth. 
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44 An ExpovITION of the 
# | VERS 18. 
And the Dragon was wrcth againſt the Woman, and wet 
' to make battell with the remnant of her ſeed, which keepe 
the Commandements of God, an have the teſtimony of 
Teſus Chriſt. _ 
ANd notwithſtanding the Dragon by his taile of 
.  Caſars, had thus maſſacred and diſperſed the 
Church, yer was he not ſo ſatisfied, hut for very rage 
fell jnto a melancholy mood, for caule he could nor 
quite conſume and root her honour our, as the Spiric 
diſcloſeth, ſaying, And the Dragon was wreth againſt the 
Woman. 'S 
'* And foraſmuch as the Churches beauty did moſt 
ſhine in the Eaſt, Syria, Greece, Aſia, where ſhe was 
borne and bred, the Dragon thought ir his beſt (in 
policie, which evermore with him was held for chief- 
eſt Keligion ) ro irch and ſet forward his den, and 
hold hjs Court further Eaſt 3 which purpoſe of his, 
a cloſe as ir was, the holy, Ghoſt diſcovereth, in ſay- 
ing, And he ſent 3 and notech the rrue end where- 
foie he weir, not ſo much to barricade and ſtop the 
float and jncurſjon of the barbarous enemie, as he 
( forſooth.) pretended, as to purſue and conſume the 
diſperſed remainder of che Spouſe, as the ſpirit unfol- 
dech, ſaying, 'to make battel! with the remnant of her ſeed, 
who for that rhey were juſt of che making and growth 
of che Churches firſt and pri» itive fruit, holding the 
myſtery of faith in a good Conſcience, as the firſt- 
b-rne did; the Spirit ſerterh them forth in the ſame 
lively colours, ſaying, which keepe the Commandemens 


of God, and have the teſtimony of Jeſus Chrift, © 


VERS. 
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VERS. ng. 

. © dad be flood npon the ſand of the Sea. . , | 
Nd the Dragon removed his throne, and left his 
ancient ſeat and Ciry of Rome, where he had now 

kept Court almoſt a and years, and went and 

pitched his Throne _ ina mo T —_—_ berween 

Pontus — nd Propentis .in the Eaſt of .Thracig, 

anciently fed y7ance, and there erefted 'the new 

= of wp hp pe oh after his owne name 

Conſtantinople, che Ciry of Conſtantine : which tranffaci- 

on of his reſidence and chair of eſtate, one of his 

owne alſo noteth. | wy 


Conſtantinus «pud Thraces, qua Boſphorus equor 
Thracius Euxinis Ag eum ingurgitat undis, 
Conſtiuitſedem Imperii, n—uor—— . 


I 
«'* 3 5TÞ & 


C4 4P. KIN. * 
The deſerip tion of Antichriſt and his Devetaries, | 
The P24 tion of his Clergy «nd of his Kola, I, 


Che' er 0 j, AI 
Li Dayes,, af the entl 0 of if bis 


ow year of th* End dl ſlug of the "World, diſcovered out 0 "Din. 'I>. 


ArL—_— 


—— 


VERS. 


And 1 ſqw_a Beaſt aftending >=iN "_ hook Toven | 
heads and ten hornes, and upon his hornes ten Diadems, © 


and upon his heads names of blaſphemy. 


IG Os FIND preſently upon the remove an1 
| tie arion of the Empire, the Apoſtle 


 cſpied chat wicked one, Antichriſt, man 
a WW! of fin, in ſaying, And ſaw; who in re- 

9 gard of the ryrannous power and bloody 
= of the. unhridled juriſdieho $jhacfhould be g he given 
him, ke is here termed ( as oly Scriptures ocher 
Monarchs are ) 4 Beaſt, that is to ſay, a kind of Go- 

vernment, Kingdome, dominion or power, exerciſed 
and 'aRed by a ſucceffion ph ryrannous, bloody and 
beaſtly men. 

# And albeit his perfeRion in evill ſtood yer aloof, 
and was yery far off, Fe he” and tender, as lying in 
mum, eur {ey $ k eage deſeryeth L 

t were thr a chink, in ſaying, comming uy. For 
Aa the —. Jan of the Empire, and that now 
Ethaick Rome began to play the Chriſtianhe was well 
nigha hangred YEArs C cloſe{ y creeping & om 


Him, as 


Ad. 
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before he cond ddyance His corſed head and claim bf 
ſaper-etminency. *Concernitig which ambirious/ piffe 
of vaine priotity, 6Tair and'evident mention is mide 
in the monoinenars'vbf rime, that the Iicfediblebold- 
nefſe of the: #dverſity'is no lefle marvelions then His 
mcurable' Badiefie, thar hath ſo lohg tithe ftambled 
at this ſtone, atid fo ofcen ſpurred us. by way of vadhr- 
ing to ſhew them" .(Cif we dare or can ) when this a= 


{poſtafic of Antichriſt rooke "Her rieand firſt com- 


mericement : Whith daring vaunr 'of theirs, the koly 
Ghoft tripping Vver 45/a thing which! is 67 ought” to 


| Se knowne vtows, namely, "thar the horne'of Anti» 


chriſt en3otg mer did then firſt fprouc oor, when 
his Church firſt-obrained ar the Dragons hand, prio- 
rity of plice/ſofffage and cenfure over all. For as the 


3 = py vpMecrreepliy Ivie, fo the primacie of the 
| oY C nrc 

4 of the Biſhop thereof 3 which Church pteheminence 
I iid prelation { after long —_ and 'ſhouldring ) 


of Ronie pulled vp thiafpiring © ſupremacie 


was firſt obtained at the hands of Henorius ( tho af- 
terwards upon ' greater. concertarion 'amd daygers 
drawing, it was by other Cefars'atid Kings confirmed, 
renewed and almnphated ) who 'by tWadvantage of 
the weakneffe and death of his elder brother Arcadiges, 
having 'obraihed power and proteftor®ſhip Eaft and 
Weſt , ſabje&ted'the Charch of the Eaſt Empire 
( which moft withſtood the Weſt and Romane ſupre- 
macie ) with'all'orher Churches whatſoever, to the 
Church arid Sea of Rome, at rhe inſtant fuit and im- 
porrunity of the now Biſhop of Rome, whoſe name 
was then Innscent the firſt, in the firſt year of his crea- 
tion, and in the yeare of Redemprion 406 


Bur the holy ©hoft (1 fay ) paſſing over the pun- 
Auall and SN tntmenr of time, when rhe Egpe of 
Antichriſt and His apoſtacie was firſt laid, 'as other- 
where ſufficiently preſerved onto us, proceedeth to 
dere thie place where and from whence _ 

| a 
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ariſe, ſaying, that he ſaw him lift up his hardie head 
from the ſea, meaning by the ſea, as in the fixteepth of 
chis Praphecie, the ſurging, tambling and raging 5ea 
and City of Rome, where alſo by a like loquurtion he 
callech all Kingdomes fſubje&ed to her, by the name 
of Rivers. And that this Beaſt ſhould thence ariſe, 
and there ( and notellewhere ) keep Courtand re- 
fidence, the Spirit proveth- by an argumenr drawne 
from the ſhape and proportion of-rhe Beaſ}, for he 


, wt wy ag, 


had the ſeven heads and ten hornes of the. Dragonyf ; 


meaning that he ſhould fir upon the Dragons hills, 
and reigne in and oyer- the Dragons City, and aray 
himſelfe with the ſpoils of the warld, and hold in ſub» 
jzeRion the Kings and Srares oa earth, as the Dragog 
did ; for ſo much the Spirit intenderh in ſaying, he: 
ving ſeven heads and ten hornes. And leaſt the unwary 
Reader ſhould miſtake thjs great Antichriſt for that 
great Dragon, or this Beaſts ſupremacie and his peſti 
lent ſacceſſion for that Beaſts ſuper-eminencie and 
his execrable raile ( as many unwarily have done ) 
. the holy Ghoſt, in emblazoning his coat, giveth him 
a m>ſt exquiſire difterence; in ſaying chat he wore hi 
diadems, not upon his heads, as the Nrag1a did, bat 
ypon his hornes ; ſignifying chereby, char he ſhould 
not come to his Crown and vain-glory by the ſtreng 
of his ſword, his leaders and his legions, gs the Dre 
goa did, bur by the baſe and voluncary ſubmiſſion af 
all ſuch Cxſars, Kings and Princes, as ſhould with one 
counſel! and force, deliver up their authority and pc 
wer ſecular to the devotion and pleaſure of the Beaſt 
and therefore the Spicit erowneth nor his heads, but 
his hornes, ſaying, and upon his hornes ten diadems. An 
cancluding ſhewerth ( even by his head-artire ) hc 
far unlike chis Dragons High-Prieſt of Rome was an 
ſhanld be co che Locds High-Prieſt of Jeruſalem, 

( in ſtead of having his head-acrire emblemiſhed wig 
{rolineſſe to the Lord, as had his ſervanc Aaron) ſhowl 
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have his head- peece beſlubbered with names of blaf- 
Phemy, and upon his heads names of blaſphemy, whereof 
proofe is made in the ſixth verſe following. 


| VERS. 2. 
And the Beaſt which I ſaw was like to a Leopard,” and hw 
' feet as a Beare, 'and his mouth as the mouth of a Lion, 
and the Dragon gave bim his owne force, and his throne, 
* and great power,” 
A, Nd foraſmuch gs the Apoſtle ſore-ſaw that this 
+ 3 Beaſt ſhould be a far grearer aJverſary, and a far 
longer perſecutor of the Church of God, then any of 
the Mcnarchies which did ariſe afore him 3 he ſhaped 
him an outſide anſwerable to his inward making, fra- 
ming his parts of the moſt notable perſecuters that e- 
yer were 3 as concluding him for -his extraordinary 
wickedneſle the odd fellow, the torall ſum and yery ac- 
compliſhment of all other. th | 
And firſt for his. preſumprion, in extolling himſe)ſe 
above the Prince of the Covenant, deſouting his ſay- 
Quary, dchoincng Mi facrifice, burning his ſtatutes, 
and inforcing the humble and meck ro the abnegati- 
on of the trarh, by blood, fire, ſt-appadoes, and ſuch 
like exquiſite torments 3 the Spirit reſembleth him 
10 his arch-rype Antiochus deſcended from the Mo- 
narch of Greece, here ( as in Daniel) deciphered by 
a Leopard, And [ ſaw the Beaſt like a Leopard. 
Secondly, in pride cf life, in pomp and luxury, the 
Spirit equallerh him with the Monarch of Perſia, and 
likeneth his arrogant and voluptuous gare to her ren 
Kings, here (as in Daniel) deciphered by a Beare, 
And his feet as of a Beare. | | 
Thitdly, the holy Ghoſt afcribeth unto him the 
proud , prophane and curſed mouth of the Monarch 
of Babylon, in commanding the dwellers on earth (u 
on paine of fire and furrace ) to adore his golden {- 
dol, which he had Cedicated with corners, fackburs, 
rag pole. : > * — piakeenieh 


— 
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palteries, dulcimers ; which alſo the Spirit coveret] 

( as Danie! doth ) under the mask of a Lion, And h 
mouth as the mouth of a Lion. ic 
And laſt of all, leſt haply he ſhould be leaſt be o 
holding unto his Bella Nympbe, his deareſt Lady and], 
miſtcis. of Rome, the holy Ghoſt ſaith, thar the. lave h 
of his Patronefſe the Dragon, was equall to the love 
of a father towards his ſon ; for ſhe made him heir ap» 
parent, and Lord of her Empire, ſubjeRing all thing! 
to the feer of his cenſure, and confirming unto hin? 
her throne and Palace of Lateran, with all the demebJ* 
nes and glory of Latium,as one of his own alſo noterh "n 
L oa 9:17 ONION — Latrumque relmquit gr 

Chriſto , © Romuleam ſeptem cum coll1bus urbem. | 


re 


————. 


be 
VERS. 3. 6 

And I ſaw one of his heads as it were ſlaine to death, but 
the wound of his death was eured, and all the earth was © 
in admiration 4fter the Beaſt. e o 
ANd preſently after this great Antichriſt was riſen th 
the Apoſtle foreſaw ſuch a wound given to one olff h 
his heads, that the Beaſt was in eminent danger to bef, 
ftricken downe againe, and ſlaine in the very egge of nj, 
for ſo much the Spirit noteth in ſaying, And I ſaw one[ he 
of his heads as it were ſlaine to death. For rhe betrer of, 
pening of which wound, we muſt not onely remem- by 
ber the Beaſt hath ſeven heads, but we muſt alſo ſtep 
a liccle forward, and crave the aſfiſtance of the fevens},,, 
reenth Chapter concerning the interpretation of rhel, 
ſeven heads, which ſaith, chat the ſeven heads are to, 
hills, and they are alſo ſeven Kings ;, diſcovering the rrughh, 
ſeat and firuation of the Ciry of Rome, where Anti] wy 
chriſt ſhould keep: his Court and refidence, by chef 
ſeven hills. TBe 
And by the ſeven Kings the ſeven Monarchies fer 

which from the beginning of the world to this da 

have ſucceſſively riſea and reigned oyer the earth,, c * 
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*Mhich ſeven, the Aﬀrian Monarchie was the firſt, and 
"Tithe Roman the fixth, of both which and their pue- 
 Afellows, is further revealed in the 17. Chapter fol- 
a1! owing, Meane time we are here to obſerve, thar as 
"the holy Ghoſt doth therefore call his ſeyen heads by. 
Wethe name of ſeven hils, becauſe the ſeat of Antichei 
Veſhould be there, and not elſewhere placed and plan- 
'Pited ; ſohe nameth them alſo ſeven Kings, becauſe the 
\2Y power of Antichriſt ſhould be an extraogdinary ſove- 
"Iraignty, compounded of ſuch ſpirituall and tempo- 
<q ll claims and juriſdiRions, as ſhould be equiyalenr 
hin | hq rs and prophanation, to all the tranſ- 
Ny reflions of the ſeven Monarchies, which from the 
beginning hitherunto, have blaſphemed God, and 
corrupted his world. 

This foundation laid, doth ſhew, that this deadly. 
wound given to one of his heads, which ( as after ay- 
peareth ) was the wound of a fword,cannot be-meant 
' Jofany one of his heads after che firſt fignificarion, a; 
ey they are hills, bur as they are Kings,” and ſubjeRt co 
- if the ſword: and ſo by conſequence. intendeth, thar 

XY one of his imperiall heads, and namely his faire Ado- 
© v8 nis, his minion, Lord and Maſter of Rome, of whom 
"ef he had fo lately received his breath and being, was 
Oſo deadly wounded, as that the Beaſt himſelfe, there- 
meJby was in great danger of extinftion. Thus haying 
ep found the head, ler us look unto the wound, that ſo 
en we may the better diſcerne the. great danger the 
Ne Beaſt was in, delivered in theſe words, as it were ſlaine 

{to death. This deadly wound was given and driven 
uf home to the head by rhe fword and. incurfion of the 
thy Weſt Gothes, under the leading of Alaricus, who in 
A the yineteenth year of Ceſap Honorius ( of whom the 
J Beaſt ſome foure yeares before had received his life ) 
a entred Iraly, and gave ſuch a deadly ;ftrake unto his 


pred pate, thar for very feare, rhe, beaſt lock: 
imſelfe vp in his den at Revenne, while the enemy 
ripr 
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ript up the ſtreers of his imperiall City,. filling themty 
with famine, fire and ſword ; which-njght of woe, off hi: 
rather beginning of her wofull night, ;made an anciyJhir 
ent friend of hers, who.in her youth did Jove her 0+ fto 
ver-well,to bewaile and bind up her deadly wounded a1( 
head, with an old Ballade,after the rune of the burnlyJhe 
ing of Troy. | cr 
Quis cladem illinis noftis. quis funerd fando 
Explicet aut peſſit lachrymis equare labores ? 
Urbs antiqua uit multos dotnmata per annos. ol 
And having thus mortally wounded the head offyic 
the Beaſt ( in the yeare of falvation 410. and 1157, jn, 
years after Romulus had raiſed her walls with his bro-f 
thers blood ) proceeded to ſeize upon the reſt off ge 
his dignicies, havocking and burning his chiefeſt hox his 
nours, Latium, Campania, Apuli:, Lucariia, CalabridsÞl for 
where raging and devifing how to extermine the PO+f ow 
wer of the Empire for ever, and to ſpread his glotyBco, 
over all, was by ſudden death blotred our, leaving his] yer 
purpoſe and his Army Royal to his wives brother A:JCh 
taulphus, who in-like raging haſt and fury returned toflfor 
Rome, with an obſtinate inrenr 4hd reſolution to obs{ cy 
literate the ancient name of Rome for ever, and tof in 
call her ( in honour of his people ) G6:hia, or after} — 
his owne name Atauipha ; which counſel] and pur- 
poſe of his, had it beene effeRed, Sir Antichriſt with An 
all his prifhacies and ſupremacies had hid vs good] © 
night long ago; and all his gainfult enterludes off 1 
Fides veſtia, and Ne deficiat fides twa, and Paſce ovesy A 
and Tibi dabo claves, and Qirrum remiſeritic, with allſ** 
' His peſtilent painted traine of ſucceſſion, hadfCh 
been dafhr in repeating, before ever they had comg{rit! 
on ſtage. But to the end this recovery might be rhe 
plague fore of the earth, his deadly wound was h 
led, as the Spirjr fairh, But the waund of his death wa# 
&ured. For by the pleaſing prayers and ſubtile inters 
ceffions of the Emperours fiſter Placidia, whoſe beaus 


Jty and body was efponſed ro Ataulphus,for ſuch a time, 
; his fury ef vhs and his defigne Aiflolved, 4nd 
v{himſelfe not onely content at her amorous mediation 
=|to grant the City of Rome pardon for her name, bur 
L | alſo to leave her eclipſed and dying honour, with all 
{her Italy, to her ſtupified Honorzs, who for feare was 
{Icrepr into his earth at Ravenne; and taking his 
{Spouſe Placidia with ſuch dower as himſelfe lifted, 
46cparted Italy, and pitched his Tabernacle in France. 
then one of the chiefeſt Provinces of the Weſt Em- 
Efpice. And to this Plaiſter the Spitir pointeth, in fay- 
7.f ings But the wound of bis death was cured. % 
2-1 And the holy Ghoft foreſeing the greatnefſe of the 
LE Beaſts power ro come, whith was yer but like unto 
9-F his fin; and how that Saran his creator, who had 
{formed him after the image and perfedion of his 
I owne wickedneſle, ſhould afford him ſuch letrers 
YI commendatory to all the world, which natutally lo- 
is verh wicked inventions, that the primacie of his 
4 Church and fupremacie of his perſon ſhould over- 
ig ſpread all, and obraine the praiſe of the earth ; con- 
b-Icluderh of him in this mgnner, And all the earth.was 
tOf in admiration of the Beaft. 


er 
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JW VERS. 4. i <1 
th] 4nd they adored the Dragon which gave power to the Beaſf; 
od and they adored the Beaft, ſaying, Who is like unto the" 
off Beaſt, or who may war with him 2 


es A Nd the children of misheliefe aſcribed to the Dra- 
ant gon inhibired honovrs , decking his heatheniſh 
atChriſtianiſme with names of holy, and moſt holy, 
aEfritles due ro God alone ; and they adored his execra- 
Agh ble inventions and doftrines of divels, worſhipp'ng 

Wand divifying his uncircumciſed train of Cxfars, who 
pattlad granted unto Antichriſt ſuch power incompatd-+ 
er2Jble,and unconcrollable juriſdition, which the Spirit a- 
Jo natomizeth in theſe words, Ard they adored the Dragon 
} PPPich gave power to the Beaſt, And 


XIII. Chupter of the Revilation, 43 = 


Din. 8. 


. Dan, 7 
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And as in evill here is no n ſo.theſech 
of unbeliefe went on, ang. beſtowed cls ar nd; 
magnifications upon this baſe and, yi rilk, 
who as the Provhct L long agoc eerpld US, wy 
ſhould proſper, and by peace deſtray many,an 
his adorers with ſuch a fpyicual 03 manga 
they ſhould nor onely. "g their gold, bu their 
faith alſo upon him, and veri f beleere that chis vile 
and leſpicable Antichriſt, Delegate to Romnlug, and 
Deputie to Ceſgr, was Vicar to the Lamb, and uccels 
ſar to Peter. And thus rejoycit ng, over thie errour of, 
their owne fantafic, ſhould with igmalion admire z 
dore upon the idol of rheir owne carving, and falling 
downe ſhould adore and crie with that drunken 
King, Great art thou, O Bell, and in thee is no deceit 4 
which occaſioneth the Spirit ( in deteſtation of their 
madnefſe ) to diſcloſe their ſhame, faying , And they 
adored the Beaſt, and ſaid, who is like unto the Beaſt, of 
who may war with bin 2 ] 
VERS. s. © 4h 
And there was given to it a mouth, ſpeaking great thingt | i 
and blaſphemies, and power was given to it to work V 
fourty two moneths. 1s 


Nd as the Dragon did bequeath unto Antichriſt, 

his throne and his power in fo large and ample 
manner, thar his prieſtly key was in curting and kit 
ling, fo like the Dragons ſword, that he that is wiſe, 
may eafily perceive, one craftſman made them borh{ 
fo Saran the Maſter and ſeducer of them both,endow- 
ed his Antichriſt with mouth and lips ſo like his own, 
that whoſo hears him open, may truly ſay, Luam fie 
miles habent labra laftucas, like lips like letrice 3 at 
which the Spirit pointeth in laying , And there was ge 
ven to it 4 mouth; and proverh it by an argument! 
drawne from the fruit of his lips, ſpeaking greet things 
and blaſphemiet, Whereof the Prophet Dane! 
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| him far preſuming tolay hand upon his divine and 


- principall blaſphemy the Apoſtle candemnerh him; 


nel Lord acconns 


fol Lord tharis fairhfull and trge, why! with juſtice Indy 
| L. 7 


XI1I.Chepter ofthe Revelation. a5 © 
inditech him, forerelling that he ſhould open his exe* 4 
crable mouth ,..and ſpeake words-againſt the: moſt _ 
High z -of which preſumpruous.; and" blaſphemods 
magniloqnence, . the holy Ghoſt atraigyeth him mote 
particularly io the verſe following... FS {Ty 

. And the Propher allo fyrther reporreth, that times DW. 6; 
and laws, and great power ſbould be given into his hind, for © 7+. 
a time and-times, and the dividing of 4 time 3. bucting 

and bounding his tycannous reigne and government 

within the ſel-fame circle and period, as here the 

Spirit doth,by anqther like propheticall conſtraction, 
ſaying, And power was given unto it to worke fory-1w0 
moneths . b eff ary | 


—_— — 


And he opened” his. mouth. unto blaſphemie ageinſ God, 
' $0 blaſphenie his name and Tabernacle, and thoſe which 
_ dwell in heaven. | = xi 

N diſcovering the blaſphemoys mouth of Antichriſt, 
the holy Ghoſt dorh firſt and principally challenge 


CESS 6. 


ſpiriruall ſword. and to weare :the name and' title of 
Vicar to the Lamb, which title, name and honour, 
is onely due to the Spirit of the Lamb, the onely. mo- 
derator,comforter;& commander of all the Lambs'af- 
faires and forces in heavenand in earth:: and of this 
n ſaying, And he opened his mouth unto blaſphemy againſt 
God. .. \ 27a - PS REF” "7 

Next, the Lord challengeth him. for preſamiog to 
blaſpheme the word of God, ſuperadvancing his who+. 
riſh Chucch above rhe divine eternall teſtimony, in 
and by which the, Son of God is named antknowne 3 
wilich contumely. oftered ro his moſt holy word, the: 
'as done to himſelfe aod His maſt- 
holy name z for .ſo the, holy Ghoſt ſpeaking of char 


ak * 1 4508 CW +... — a3 1 S * = fs aj 'F; . , 
3 a Ravdhreon of 6” - _? 
gertr and fightarhy; (alh} that Be was chathed with & 

Garment ſprinkled with diovd, and bis tieme is called, The" 

Wordof God. The" pourtraitare of h divine and 

efſenniall word, bs Rho intvect 32s e of his moft 


holy and written word, and of this blaſphemy the 
Spirit 'ndiceth Were in theſe: words, To bl his 
neme. Lefſe maryell chbngif like # raging flood, downr 


bearing all before hirty 'arid overflowing all banks of 
obedience towards Gods he date en his curſed” 
head abbve all thar is eaMed or nattred Go, that js ro" 
ſay, all magiſtracie airhoriry and þ ſecular,” 
which by Gods owne ordinance #4 66 erent, | 
15 the onely true lively and immediate repreſentari-* 
on of his owre perſon, juſtice and government, here 
on earth, in and over all temhporall. capſes and per-' 
ſons, as well Etclefrafticall as evil, of which high 
treaſon one Apoſtle alſo conviricerh Hitt, 2 Thefl. 2. 
No marvell then, if thus daring tv blaſpheme the - 
Lord of the houſe and his annointed Depnties,he dare - 
blaſpheme the houſe of God, wherein his name isho- 
noured, curſing, reviling, and reputing it a houſe of 
ſchiſmatiques, hereriques, excommunicares 3 which 
Hlaſphemous and undeſerved wrong, the holy Ghoſt 
layeth to his charge, in theſe words und his tabernacle. 
And laſt of all; to ſhew that there is neither end 
nor meaſure in his black, -preſumpruons and blafphe- 
mous mouth, the Spirit farther chargeth- him with 
blaſpheming rhe Saints and ſervants of God deceaſed, 
curſing, reviling and condemning their dodtrine, and : 
yer bleſting, adoring and ereRing their ſhadowes . ſe+ \ 
pulchers, and ſhrines, for mediators, interceffors, and 
reconciliators betweene God and the finner ; like © 
| their cnrſed fore elders the Ifraclites, who boaſted” 


mn the deſcent ol their Father Abraham; 'and yer blaſ-? 
; phemed the faith'of Abjaham their Father, of which; 
blaſphemous pad contumely againft the; 
Son of God, and his moſt holy Spiric, the Apoſtle 
COn- 
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7 
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and to overcome them ; oy nr PET II 
every people, ride, jongue, and Nation. oh 
AN as after lightning followeth chander, oak 

neichnt oweſd to partly 
; mths fieth, 


bid battel to = Samnts; Þ 


A foretellin 
thar rhe 


we pleaſe to caſt an eye ypan the time 
fe pen he had, with mn ofewpa hath _ me 
ly diſgerne the meaning of che holy Ghoſt i in theſe 
words, And power Was gren bim upon every tribe, people, 
tongue, and nation. 
= — —_— 
5 V E RS.-3; 
1} And «ll that inhabit the earth adored it, whoſe names hens 
+} written in the booke of life, of the Lamb which Cha ſein 
1 | fromthe beginning of the world. 
e 3 "THe holy Ghoſt having in the h_ part of this 
Y Chaypzer diſcovered the birth, place, perſon, po+ 
s j ver, blaſphemic and perſecution of Antichriſt, deſ- 
ht Jcendeth now tothe deſcription of his creatures and 
© if devotaries, foretellimg us chat! they ſhould be ſuch 
onely ha apr _— 
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28 —A# ExposiTION uf the . 
ſtrained) as have their portion and intereſt in'this 
life, whoſe piety, heaven, hope and glory is here, a 
not elſewhere ; which-kind of out and overcaſt Chri- 
ſtians, the Spirit deſcribeth by a periphratis not pro 
per-to: their naturall and inbred. diſpoſition, ſaying, 
they are thoſe that inbabite the earth 3 therein diſcove- 
ring them as by a rence diviſive from ſuch as are 
the Lords pilgrims and firangers on earth, having 
here no permanent abode or place of reſt, bur ſeek: 
ing the,things which are above, attend with pa 
rience the revelation of a life and City to come, not 
made with hands, where their Lord and their Redeey 
mer liverh-. | | 
And the Spirit proceeding ſheweth further, the ſus 
preme hidden, and unperceivable reaſon why the a- 
dorers of Antichriſt thus defiled the ornaments « 
their calling, and why they loved lyes more th 
truth, the Beaſts penance, more then Gods repens 
trance, the Beaſts beliefe, more then faith toward 
God ; the Beaſts miſerable merits, more then the 
fruits of the Spirit, hatred of ſin and love of God, be: 
cauſe ' ( as holy David faith ) they were not found in t 
Lords record, nor written with the righteous : for ſo m 
the Spirit unfoldeth, ſaying, wheſ: names be not writt 
in the Booke of life, «f the Lamb which was ſlaine from the 
beginngng of the world. 


VERS. 9. 

If any mlanhave aneare, let him heare. 
Tf 4poftic having ſufficiently deciphered the na 
ture and carriage of Antichriſt and his cteatures 
commeth now to diſcover his rewatd and judgment, 
which howſoever it tarry lictle or long, is of neceſliry 
the reward of finne. But before -the Spirit drawet 
out his ſword, it pleaſeth him in his accuſtomed mer: 
cy,to.aWwake his Church and her enemies,and to move 
them to a'feare and reyerent attertion, by a gen 


_ 
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dli'h 


ſummons, proclaiming, If any- man have a cane 
him heare, 

et "VERS. 10. oy F605 
He that fball lead into y 6 and 


captrunty, gooth into 
he that ſhall kill with the ſword, on be k tre 
ſword : here is the patience and the fatth of the Saints. 
i holy Ghoſt in this verſe-calleth Antichriſt ts 
the Batre, and ſets him before the world;for the 
very hee, on whom the wrath of 'God and 'his' heavy 
diſpleafure is'to- be executed. For he, who: under 
colour and pretence of weeding our and rooting vp 
of heretiques, hath brought into:the Church, ent. 


1 vity, inquiſirions, torrures and rorments, tothe hor- 


rible murther- and ſlaughter of che Saints, when'in 
ſuch caſes (norwith{tanding ) he'had/ nei "es 
bor exaniple inthe life of the Laid, os 


cept 
4 ſtles fo to doe 3 bee, even hee; faith the Lord;'is 


ry inſt whom this juſt judgement of taliarivivi 
d up in ſtore to be executed-vpon him im that day, 
whos the Lord ſhall bring againe the captivity-of his 


4 Church, which for their fins, he harh given op ro the 


ſword and of the Beaſt, untill ſhe have. 


| the burthen of her ſhame, and (as the Prophet ſaith) 
renewed her beaury by tier Grrows, and her glory by Exek, 29d 


-— ecutions , and then ſhall be fullfifled thar 
was ſpoken by the Propher, Wo to thee that 


pri), a oo ſpoyled - EP hb wider Fe 33> 


ickedly againft the fo 

le, thou ſbalt be ſpoyled ; and when 
bated ok be de ashiere alſo the Tan | 
denounceth, conteſting that Goid ſhall ſcourge him 


| with his bwac inyentions, and repay him home'in his 


'owne coine, ſaying, He that ſhall lead into' captivity 
all goe into captzity, and be that ſhall ki al be le 
affront of rhe p Ee alugertvehas 
howſocrer Agcichrift ng oh pn . 
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4 5 * A# ExPosrTiON of the * 


thought, by afflifting the Church , ro deſtroy the 
Chon yer in her affliions, confiſteth. rhe 

' Nrrengrth and approbation of her children 3 for 
the things they ſuffer , they learne obedience, and 
through patience heir faith is &oſecrated, by the 
which they are perfe&&ed and made inheritable of the 
promiſe of God : all which mercy and fayour s eom- 
mended unto them under the hand and ſeale ofaf- 
flitions, by which, theic mad and drunken adverſa- 
ties rhoughr to conſume them, and like fools did not 
conſider, that as the workman doth fquare the ſtane 
by ſtrokes, and as the Snake doth caft his old skinne 
by paſſing through ſharpe ſtones, ſo the Lord doth 
renew his Spouſe by ſtripes, and bruſherh off her old 
afteRions, by paſling her through the aſpericie of tri- 
bulation 3 which holy and hidden: confideration\ 
cauſeth the Spirit to honour the ſufferings of the 
ints ſo highly, as to aſcribe unto them the chieſeſt 
yes and tions of their precious hope and 
calling, namely, patience and faith, ſaying, Here 1s the 
patrence and faith of the Saints. | | 
aw ano eaſt comming up from the earth, and 
be had two hornes like the Lamb, but he ſpake like the 


_ _—_— 


Dragon. :- ©. | | 
He holy Ghoſt in the verſe foregoing,: having pro- 

+ nounced ſentence of death againſt Antichriſt,be- 
fore he comes to the execution thereof, deſcendeth 
ro the arraignment and condemnationof his Clergie, 
that. Þ they may be carted'to the valley-of Hinom 
both rogether, whom the Lord here fignreth undec 
Coanparatihe Par og, ud Fo Beaſt 5 
mpr wing under - fingalar/namber. of one 
ff,'.by a mannex of ſpeech. common;.to the; holy 
Scriptures, the whole eorporation and eniverficy.of 
falk and lying aches tho from the. firſt Eremitey 
SE. 1. oO uTc 1 3; 1 Hypocrite, 
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honoar a and Conn Ani Ads 
ly decipbered by their earthly, ſenſuall, ang 
minds,.1n pojping.to their, COWNTEY. ©X5 
» whence aud where duch., Weeds doe gram 
fayipg, Aremapbry fraw 4he earaþ.: And 
their maki yy wine nag by.rwo. mt 
ſite. Ry the one Rm Hs ph any 
drine. Touching t gud perſoy hpi 
ric faith, that je was 50 EW and ex561jous 
ons the the very- fate avd countenance nf 
dackt aud garniſbed with his owne png wieder 
wit,the Law aud the Goſpel, ith ehe, 94 
doth. fave aud kill 3. for (p:the $pjcjr Git, Ani hebed 
two hornes like the Lamb. 5 H5id 
Buc as coucerningthe ule and force of the. 
theSpiricfaith, they were therein ſo; contrary4s. 
[an ure ty Stop, ra 
W.or-Drc , a1 
the ag0ns Dodioun, and like! the Prieſts of; Jovi 
ter, teaching and preaching unto the. childremof the 
world; that they; ought ro: worſhip; the God of-;hea- 
ven, a5 the Dragons Prieſts had-raughr-their facheſp 
Ypmo en eg proga roy gm mana 
nation ip z ana Pp 
mn of his name, the Spirit dewiien 
in; n ſaying, But be ſpake like the Dragon. | 
TR 
VERS. 12. 


And all the of the firſt Beaſt he did in his fght\. and 
be made pb bef the ooh ohh 8 

the ſhſt Bedft, whoſe of deat cured... 

| 6 lrg prodye po theft Bea, Se lies LL 

hoe goa for the uphaidiag 

Rao, their godlefle religigu, 

to! WL CATS, and cxringion a of the VR 
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22 © An ExyoS1TION-of the 

Chip and ſervice 'of God , which foraſmuch as:he 
&vuld nor effe& by force and open enmitie, I meane 
the bloody perfecutions of his-prophane and Eth- 


tCeſars, he did-deviſe to put a nrtode bag 


old bow, and ro work it out by frand'and ood of 
friends, and thereypon perfwaded his Ethaick Ce4 
fars, tharin policic it was the beſt to play Chriſtians, 
foraſmuch as the world was” iow fo given, es P_n 
with all tfs idols muſt needs give place ro Chriſt, -be- 
cavſe'moſt voices went that way. © Al 

- Aid the berrer to bring the myſtery of iniquiry ro 
paſſe; he cauſed his new chriſtened Czſars roſerup a 
race-of ſycophanticall ,high, and princely Pricfts,who 
nnder colour of protering the affaics 'of the Lambz 
BhefFemnningly clap Jupiters coat - upon the Lambs 
back, and beſtow all the ceremonies and ritualls'of 


ter-and{his idols upon Chrift'; charſo,by ruming | 


Rpiters worſhip'into-Chi iſtianiſme, he might rurne 
6 Worſhip of God into Paganiſme'and idolarsy, and 
ehiat (6, he might at the leaſt, prophane and deſolate 
ch&true worſhip of the true God; / whoſe Majeſty and 
truch'of deitie, theyconld no way blemiſh. =: 
:And for the 'berrer fucceſſe 1n this rheir proje, 
ſtrould cauſe to be 'ereRed throughout all Kingdomes 
aidNarions, certaine' covents and fwarmes of falſe 
unpodly and proftiruted Clerks, who by avonchin 
did maipraining againſt ail commers; that Antichrifts 
name is Simon Peter ; and that rhe ſupremacie his 
'Czſars and his Kings gave him, is the very keys of 
heaven and hell, which the Lamb committed rot 
diſpenſation of his Saints and ſervants: and that the 
throne and ſear of wickedneſſe, is Peers Chaire and 


Sea Apoſtolique 3 'and that the exectable forme of 


Fupiters worſhip, wherein his Lords and Czfars 8e- 

iphred, is the very true worſhip audfervice of God, 
which che Lamb. andhis Apoſtles delivered 7 -- © 
- » And by theſe miſts, legerdemains; and new egiti- 
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mpiery, which his Antecc«flors the Czfars ſo ardent- 
ly mbra, | 
ſaying; And all the” power of the firſt Beaft he did in the 


- 
- 


ons of old idolatry, ſhould eſtabliſh in he fight 6f 
Antichriſt, the oh e-ſame prophanation, poy, Art 


ed ; for Jo much the Spirit rippeth up, in 
fight .of Antichriſt : and thereby lo ſtrongly deluded 
and/ſeduced the chilfren of diſobedience ( moſt pro- 

efly here, as elſewhere, deſcribed by rhe name of 
the earth and the inhaþntants therein ) that they loathed 
the \ - vratigd the God of heaven, and refuſed to 
wotthipy "as the Lord commanded, and choſe rarher 


(45 the Spiir faith)" to adore the firſt Beaſt, thar'is . 


to fay, to worſhip the God' of their fathers, as the 
Dragon commanded then, juſt after the preſcriprion 
of his Czſars, and manner of the heathen, ' © 

And that we may the berret differiie; from whom 


| thoſe Proftors of Den Antichriſt borrowed this rheit 


aborminable Church ſervice, the Spirit remembrech 
the repaired wound of their. maſters cteditors pate, 
—_——_— in the _thirg verſe, Whoſe wound of death 
was cured. yt | 


VERS. 13-' 


And be did many fignes,” ſo that he made fire to come downe 


- from heaven to the earth, in the fight of hen. | 
fc bo! Ghoſt having arraigned and condemned 
* the Clergy of Antichriſt,touching their doftring, 


prone rther ro dere their abomination. and }. 
of 


gery in ſeeking to confirme their falſe dotrine by 
lying fignes and works of wonder 3 condemning 
herein; firſt ther vanity 3 ſecondly their pre- 
fin jon, For as nothing can be more vaine and 
then to ſceke by lying fignes-and wondery 


tþ confirme the doArine of the Lamb and his fer- 


vants, which is all ſufficiently eſtabliſhed by their 
owne' magnificent/ and divine nliracles, -unrowhi 
the Church of God upon het allegiance is en 


to 


on ++ - m__ 


XIII, Chapter of the Revelation, 53. 


54 -_ AnExpodITIQN of #he11 11; 
to ſubſcribe: ſo nothing can be more preſymptious 
and wicked, then to atrempt by fig! Finds 
the confirmation of any othex doctrine th 
which the Lamb and his rwo witnefſes haye fealed 
and delivered unto us, according to the ſtature of 
And though their f he Spine 
their ſignes were many, as the Spitj 
reporteth, ſaying, be did may How: 3 yet were 
they bur forgeries and lies, not widught in trach and 
dignity, but in falſhood and fallacy, as our Lord him- 
ſelfe and his ſervant Paul forerold us, Mat. 24, 3Jbel. 
2. In whichregard the holy Ghoſt, ſquaring the mi- 
racles of theſe exorciſts afrer the rale of rheiedo- 
Arine, which was in ſhew the Lambs, bur in truth, 
divels ; calleth alſo their lying fignes., heave 


fires, ſayMg, Ss that be made fire to come downe j 
heaven to the earth, in the ſight of men : not thar 
were in deed and in truth ſo, but that they (eei 
to be, in the eyes of men,becaule they were wrought 
by theſe vagabond exorciſts, under a pretended, 
colourable imitation of the name of the Lord Jeſus 
who of all heavenly powers and fires is the true Lord 
and foveraigne commander ; ſo theſe Clerks of Anci- 
chriſt muſt be furable in their wickedneſic, +bar 
their doring was oppoſite to the truth of Chriſt, ſe 
their wonders might contrary the teens cl </ 
2 colourable imitation of the miracles of Chriſt, 
might be a true and perfe&@'depravation of the ſage, 


———wr—_—_—_— 


' VERS. 14. 


And be ſeduced the inhabitants on the earth," through the 
. fignes which were given bim to doe in the fight of the 

he image 0 eaſt which bad the ffrok 
he fort and foe "= "1: bd 
Nd the Spirit farther diſcloſing the happy ſuc- 
ceſſc of theſe unhappy brokers and flayes of An- 
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XIH. Chapter of the Revelation. * 


richeiſt  rhiliv miſts and miracles, forerell 
us, that as the Ds bo me; of benvecty 
fire, did Induce and draw the good unto the feare of 
God, ſo'rheſe impoſters of Ancietvifſt; bythe lure of 
their Gland lying lying fires,' ſhould ſeduce and draw all 
Le minded men from the feare of 

devored fort,as that they ſhould 
perſwade them to'make rhe 46d triage of the 
Beaſts Religion, 'and to/ embrace arid: : foch'a 


nekgapo bet Gs with Acrmny Scep- 
ters, Purples, and repreſentations of Kings, when as 
indeed they are bur the idleſt and baſeft of the peo- 
ple. And as the Lotd commanded his feryant Moſes 
tocreRt futh a tabernacte of wicnefſe here on earth, 
as ſhonld be in all poitks afrer the idea;"modell and 
plarforme of that divine and eternall Tabernacle 
whiich he ſaw in the monnt: fo Arttichriſt ( Lord of 
miſrule') commandet# his prapudions Clergie to cauſe 
all people, narions'and Kingdomes,: to fer vp fach a 
Chuiſtianiry as ſhoufd in all poinrs' aifwer the idea, 
modell and platformie of that prophane and execra- 
ble heathenifime wherewith he ſaw the Gentiles ena- 
moured 3 and hereby ſoftrongly' ſedyee I the inha-» 
biranes on earth, that they verily th 
andefiled « 


= ebbro neal Fog ol Jer 
thatas'the Gentiles ha thek Are, young (hes muſt 
oo rm enr: as the” heathen, by 


— 


36 ApExposITION af thill / 


bloody Sacvificer, {6 Chriſtians muſt have their aahlady - 


ſacrifices; and offer bread and wine to God,as.rhe 'hea- 


then did to Ceres and Bacchus 3 and as the Pagaits had | 


heir Pontifex maximus ſo Chriſtians myſt haye their 
z: and as, Erhaicks ho the Sacerdetes,' fo muſt 


c iſtians have their Pri __ Gentiles had 
their Gods and Goddeſſes, ſo Clvſtans hae their 
be ſaints and ſhe ſaints ; hy the 


Pantheon, ſo Antichriſt muſt. have his Aff; and .and 
as theheathen had their idells, ſo Chriſtians myſt have | 
rheir jngge' 3 and 4s the Pagans did conſecrate their 
Temptes to-idells, ſo Chriſtians muſt dedicate. their 
Churches to. Seints 3 and as the Erhnicks bad their 
ſupplications, ſo Chriſtians muſt have their proceſin 3 ; 
and as the Gentiles had their Lyftrgtions,fo Chriſt 
muſt have their. holy water 3. and as the Dragon. \ in 
his Church: ſervice had his Cerei, fo Antichvift inhis 
Church-ſervice muſt have Candle z and as [the Dra- 
gon had his, Acerre or Thuribles Thwidles, fo Antichriſt muſt 
have his Cenſors 3 ; and as the _ had his Novendi- 
all ſacrifice, ſo myſt Antichriſt have his Mafles of Re- 
quiem ; and asithe Dragon had hi 


his G—__ Sodalium and Arydiium fratrum, ſo maſt 
ancop have his Cloiſters of Monks and Friers 3 'atid 

Dragon kad his wa ſo Antichriſt muft have 
wage Nunns ny Sanfimanials ; andas the Dragon did 
celebrate; the birth dayes of his Ceſars, ſo Antichriſt 
muſt ſolemnize the analy NN bis Samts 3 and.as the 


Legends ;and:as rhe Dragon h; 
to Antichriſt moſt have his 
gon had his Bachel, / ri 


ſo muſt = x and as the Dra- 
gon had his s, {o Antichriſt muſt have. his 
Exerciſe 3 and the Dragos,. OW Aſle,. fo Anti- 


'chrift muſt haye hi and as the Dragon 


Hecatombes, ſo An- 
tichriſt muſt have his Trentdls;3 and as the Dragan had 


——_ 
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XIH:chapter ofthe Revelation. 57 
had his Exequies and” Partntals ,"ſo Antichriſt-muſt 
have his Diriges and his de profundis ; and as the;Dra+> 
gon had his comitia cemuriata, ſo Antichriſt e 
is' Councels acumenicall ; 'and as the Beaſt had his 
1 comiria _ ſo Ancichrift muſt -_ rafter 
Provinciall ; and as the Pragon did dvifie bi A 
ſo muſt Antichriſt ' Canonixe his Satnts; and as the 
Dragon enaRted civil lawes, fo Antichrifl "maſk ena 
4 canon lavves ; atid as the Dragon had his imperidll Re- 
ſcripts, fo Antichriſt muſt have his Decretal ; 
and'as the Dragon had his Tribunal int , fo 
Anrichriſt moſt have his uncontrollable interdifions ; 
and as the Dragon had and uſed his Proſcriptions, fo 
Antichriſt muſt have and wfe his excommunications ; 
and as that Beaft commanded his heathen to pleaſe 
their goddefſe Juno with Cane wot libens, fo this Beaſt 
commanded Chriſtians to pleaſe their God with 
vowes 3 and as the Dragon had his Triceps Hecate, fo 
Antichriſt muft have his” Triple Tiara, to fignifie his 
triple pretended jurifdiftion ; and as the Dragon 
had his Hexaphoran, ſo muſt Antichriſt be carried 
and tdowne;, briefly, as the Dragons Prieſts did reac 
the heathen ro worſhip Iupiter as God, ſo , Antichriſts 
Clergy muſt reach their Chriſtians ro worſhip God as 
Iypiter 3 and look what forme of re what manner 
of life the Dragon led, the ſame muſt Antichriſt in his 
perſon parallel and maintaine. 

And to the end we may undoubtedly diſcern what 
and of whoſe image the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, the Spirit 
remembreth now the third rime his recured wound, 
which here,ſpeaking more plainly oor, he callerh the 

firdle of a ſword;not that it was the only ſtroke(for ma- 
ny ſwords did pierce the Dragon, as his had pierced 
many) bur the firſt ſtroke ofa ſword, which'from the 

' beginning and rifing of the Dragons Empire and regi- 
ment by Czfars, did femeaſure the fory of the ſword I 
upon his own head and chair of ſtare, as the Spirit no- ws 
teth ſaying, which, had the ſtroke of the ſword, c_ -:. 
} 
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Andit was given to bim'w give ſpirit to+de image of the 
Beaft, end thet the image of 1he Beaff ſbould ſpeake, and 
ſhould make that whoſoever honoured not the image of the 

- Beaſt be ſlaine. | ap | | 
Nd ſach act and perfwafible power was given to- | 

A hoſe inches tad voftzrer of Anriche » that | 8 

they infuſed ſuch a quickniog ſpirit, ſuch a life, gi- 


« 


YTTY. 


"= 


ving Jug aye the Koh k dead __ deſolate i- | cat 

=. mage e Dragons religion, by guilding it over | ma 
| wich the reverend, divine .and honorable names of | th- 
God omnipotenrt, Chriſt Jeſus rhe righteous, his holy Þ the 

Spirit, his precious blagd, his ſacred word, his bleſ- J} ma 

ſed Sacraments, &c. that they cafily perfwaded the | ſ{ai 


blear- eyed world to think and belceve, that the exe- 
crable- forme and image of 4: rap; abomination, 
commanded by the Dragon and his Cxſars, was the 4 
very true worſhip and ſervice of God, commanded by * 
the Lamb and his ſervants 3 and that the piftuce of | 
Fupiter Olympius, which their Lord Epiphanes had ſec 
up and placed in Sanfum Sanforum, was the very 
Ark; and propitiatory of God, ſet up and ereted by } ;_ 
Moſes his ſervant 3 and their abominable myſticall | &1 
Mafſe, the Sacrificeof an unbloody Meſlias, made of 
bread of their owne baking ( which the Patriarks, | 
Prophers and Apoſtles never heard nor dreamed of ) 
is a Sacrifice not Euchariſticall, but propitiatary,and * 
ſo all-ſufficient for the aronement and reconciliation * 
of God unto the ſinner, as if ic were figured and ſea- * 
ledin the precious blood of the Lord of the Cove- 
nant 3 and that the horrible prophane and dereſts- JP 
ble ſupper of Thyeſtes, is the very true, holy and com<, Þ's 
forrable commemoration of the Lords love in/ giving | 

his hfe for the children. of the. Church, and theic 
thankſill communion and celebration- of the ſame* . }ch: 
And by theſe and ſuch er” © — AC 


1 all che world adoreth, 


| Kingdomes and Nations ( figured here by a nume- 


magnificerce of their * chock a 


Lolum, weeds, Lollards, etiques, 
cates, and ſonnes of Jearh, to the admirable _ 
mation of the Spirits predificain this place, faying, 
that it was given to bimt to rod to the image of 
the Beeft, that the image of the' ſdecke, ond 

aks rope ntl ered iwnge oper 
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VERS. 1 


And he meks all lirtle _ rich and poore, free 
m—"_—_ heve a CharaFer hn thety right hand, or on 

their fore-beeds. 
ANd the power of theſe proſtibulous Clerks was fo 
catholique and uniyerfall , that they cauſed all 


ration of their eſtates, condirions and callings , linle, 
I creat, rich, poore, bond, free ) ro confederate and unite 


[themſelves by a reſolote and determinate purpoſe of 
{believing and living after the laws and preſcriprions © 
of Antichriſt ; which league of volunzary and reſo- 
Jef :eRion, the Spirir callerh the charafler of the: 
x.bH of 45 unity and love in trath, and are 
purpoſe to live after the Commandements of God, 
is the CligraRter mu iZancc of the Lamb : ſo u- 
Fricy,-conſpiration 
wich refojcics 0 Sr 
Iſt, is the creſt 2nd charaQtex 
rofeſfign of obedience was ſo ſtudioully embraced, 
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F and with ſuch joy received of all the clients and creas 
wres of Antichriſt, that the Spirit ſaith, rhey did no. 
-lefſe pride themſelves in their errors and abominati-, 
ons, then in the wearing of their bracelets and.a-. 
billements, delivering it in manner of ſpeech uſuall 
with holy Scripture, when it intendeth to expreffe an 
ardenr and hearty atfe&ion approved both by word 
and ation, by praQtiſe and profeſtion, as Dent, 6. 8. 
and 11.18. where the holy Ghoſt uſerh the ſelfe ſame. 
phraſe, in thetr right hand, or off their foreheads. 
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And that no man may buy or ſell but he that hath the chara+ 
Ber or the name of the Beaſt, or the number of his name. 


Nd in further proofe that Antichriſt and his apo-' 

ſtaticall Clergy ſhou'd drive the Nule of their 1m+ 
piety home to the very head, the Spiric faith, that by 
them and meanes of cheir auchority, icſhould be ex 
nated, :har none ſhould trade or live ( fox ſo mach 
the inhibirion of buyiag and ſelling dorh inferre ) 
but ſuch as acknowledge and adore the prerogative 
royal}, religion and diſcipline of the Beaſt and his h6- 
ly Catholique Church ( for fo by a figurative kind of 
blaſphemy ſhe muſt be called ) as is confirmed bj 
Antichriſt himſelfe, thea named Martin the fift, in hig 
Bull dire&ed to the inquiſi:ors of herericall pravit 
( for ſo it pleaſerh him to terme the profeſſion of r 
trath ) Nec demicilia habeent, nec larent foveant, nec con- 
trefFns ineant, nec negotiationes (oF mercaturas . exerceant 
nec hamanitatis ſolatia cum Chriſti fidelibus habeant, 8c, 
All whici their domineering, rage or madneſſe, t 
holy Ghoſt by way of previſion moſt adairably eph 
romizeth in theſe words, And that 'm ran nay buy a 
ſell ( no one excepted our of the King of Babvlos 
decree ) fave thoſe onely rhar carry. his Agning ar 
fic(h-mark in their handsor hearts, as Bealts vet 

voy | 
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Teh devote co hje and dye a6 the 


were 
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| q—k- or above boord, 
privately ar in - and reſo- 


comman- 
deth 3 which the Spirit unto But he- 
ther hath the CheraHler, or are 0: as it 
by way of cognomination unto Avtichriſt or his 
Church Cathalique, and are hereafter cleped Papiſts 
or Catholiques, revealed in theſe words, Or the name 
of the Beaſt 3 or laſt of gli, are found to adore within 
the very verge or liſts of his reigne and Empire Pon- 
tificiall, here butred and bounded within the circle 
and comprehenſion of theſe words, Or the number of 
his name,of whichmore at large in the verſe MBS 
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VERS. i. 
Meru by gfe 5 be we hob tee o fe him 
Count the number of the Be it rap dF 
acer; wok coy ed ſixty fix. 


T* holy Ghoſt intending to reveale in this verſe, 
the ſecrer councell and purpoſe of God, concer- 
ging the period and finall end of Antichriſt and his 
Church-dominion, prepareth his Reader to attention 
by a little ſhore Preface, incimaring that it is the dif- 
covery of a myſtery and poin a(of high underſtanding, 
ing, Here is 3 wherein leſt we ſhould over- 
y judge ( as many have done ) the Spirit ma- 


. jth choice of his auditors, and adderh for a bar, not 


he thar will, bur he that can, and hath onderſiand- 
ing, let him audite and count the number of the 


1 Beaſt ; He that bath undesff ket him count the num- 
her of the Beaſt; whom leſt we imagine to be a 


ſpirir or other creature of ſtrange ſhape (as ſome 
have vaialy phanrafied) he SO, 
laying,Forit is the number of « man, — 
= under the word Man, a ſucceſſive 
Kingdame of men, Fer the ſpeaking _— 


| Exod. 4. 


Feople of iſrael depart 3 and ſo in Dawel, undet” rhe 


Icroufalem, ' of which Citie and Temple, there is not 


62 -— 48 Expos1TroN of the' 


of the Prophets : for ſo the Lord informed his ſer- 


vant Moſes to [peake, Let my ſonne goe, that is, Tet.my 


forme and name of foure ſingular Be-ſt:,aqe deſigned 
foure ſeveralt Monarchies,” moſt of them contaimg a 
long ſucceſſion of many Monarchs, ' The Ramme which 
thou ſaweſt are the Kings of the Medes and Perſuans : af- 
rer whicfi mauncr of ſpeaking,” the Spirit ſpeaketh al- 
ſo in'this place; and under the name of a man, preſent- 
ech unco us the whole race 4nd fucceffion' of men of 
ſane, whoſe total ſumme is one Antichiſt,, the 
Þounds and limirs of whoſe dominion and tyranny, 
the holy Ghoſt imp.leth within the circvir of a cer» 
taine ſure prefixed period and determinate number 
of yeares, ſaying, And the number of him is fix hundred 
ſixty ſix- Wherein many, as well ancient as lace wrj- 
ters ('as inthe reſt ) have vainly imagi that 


Antichriſt is one ſingular perſon, which'muſt ſuddenly | 


ſtart up; and afrer three civill yeares and a halfe de- 
part againe;and that he muſt hee by birth a Iew; and 
of the Tribe of Dan, when notwithilanding thoſe 

rſed Scatterbags have neither Tribe nor ſhadow of 


u 
T r:be leframongſt themzand that he muſt reigne in 


any one: ſtone teft upon another; and that he muſt 
kill Enoch and Ehlas, who are to' appeare about rhe. 
Kalends of Greece : with divers Other ſuch legen- 
dary phantafies, never meant nor ſent from God: fo 
in this point alſo concerning the number of Anti- 
chriſt, they have given np an account fo far from the 
audire of truth; as nothing can be more. And as men 
that thovghr ir worth the labour to find a knor in a 
ruſh, ſo by a conceited framing and anagramming of 
letters, they have endeayoured 'to find ont fuch a© 
name, as by charaQters might expreſs the number 


666 3 and withall might ſomething ſquare either. 
with the name, nature, blaſphemie or refidenee of: 
_Sh-. 3 it "= & -<: . of ; , : & 7-Þ Chas '% th "Þ 


lis 
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the Biſhops of Ron e a5 anTIEG, 74Irav. ages for 
(Ie dts,A0 fa hTIS EAKANGIC STAARS: SlRajUSTES,qNTS/407; 
Reminh Adonikam, filius perditioms, (gc., whereunto 
alſo may be added rhe conjefures of Wickiffe, 
Febn Balgg Francis Funins, men otherwiſe of good and 
 watthy memary m che Chuich of God 3 asalfothe 
conjectures. of others as worthy and honourable as 
they, that have reſcried the nuniber of 666,-r0 the _ 
time of &Anchriſts revealing and yeare of rifings 
when norwirhſtanding ir is a ſtrange voyce, and nor 
knowne to the earcs of the Scriptures, for the word 


_ number to be uſed for the beginning and riſing of any 


rerme of time limited and preditted by rhe Prophers, 
bur onely for the end, period, and determination 
thereof. : EE LEN 445 
. Bur if ir were lawſull ro ſaiile in fo grave an inquis 


. firion, amoneſt all phancaſticall chacmes and cabali» 


ſticall conjectures upon this word number, there is 
none more ridiculons then that which moſt pleaſeth 
our Rhetoricall Rhemiſts, who by a rare ſuppuration 
of charaters, have as rouudly found our the Beaſts 
number. as the Sodomires did rhe,floors of Lot, in'the 
name Luderus, which in the Almain rongve is the 
name of Luther : and alchough we a they 
cannor ſo much as think upon the poor. Frier Luther, 
bur for very feare they ftinke all the world overs 
yer this device ſo tickleth the Clergy of Antichriſt, 
that they prereng to laugh for joy. Bur as for their 
prefixed time of three nacurall or civill yeares and a- 
halfe (,which they allot. ro the. reigne and rage of 
their Antichriſt ) ir doth ſo unevenly ſquare with - 
Luther or Lucherans conrinuance;thar cheſe miſerable 
Sergorng are faine to cat thrir word, and tr endure 


7 the fooliſh world to laugh ar chem, whiles, as dying 
1 they faine would ſeem to langh ar ir. But co.leave - 
1 theſe curſed leaders of the curſed, blind, and rerurne, . 
1] againe to thoſe char have choughe ro ——— 
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6, ' An Exyorrtrow of the - 
word, ara word we ay they are deccived and ere, 
Scripture. | 


mer verſe, in theſe words, Or the number of his name, 
is meanr the very ex'{t-nce and pe: ſon of the man of 
fin, by a propriery of ſpeech common to holy Scrip- 
tures; as Aﬀr i. 15. Apoc. 3. 4. & It. 13, where 
( by an Hebraiſme ) names fignifie men, and are con- 
verted wi:h the parties and perſons themſclves, as 
the name of God in holy Scripture is often raken fot 
God himſelfe : and therefore as in the former verſe, 
the Scripture callcth it- the number of his name, ſo in 
this verſe, he callech ir the aumber of a man, under- 
ſtanding by a man ( as is aforeſaid ) rhe totail ſum of 


ſtirvte the exiſtence and perſcn of one Antichrift : 
and by the word number, is meant the fatall end and 
final! determination of their reigne and government: 
for ſo the finger of God ſpeaketh to Beiſhazzar , God 
hath numbred rhy Kingdome, that is, God hath ended 
and finiſhed the dayes of thy Kingdome : ſo thar the 
number of his name, or the number of the man, is nothing 
elſe but the period and finall derermigarion of rhe u- 
ſurped tyranny and domination of Anrichrift ; which! 
the Lamb, the Lord and preſerver of Iſrael, for the ' 
glory of his name, conſolation of his. Church, and 
confuſion of her focs,with a mighty and ourſtrerched ' 
arme fhall bring to paſſe in the yeare which ſhall 
be 666. 

For foraſmuch as the egge of Antichriftianiſm was 


that ſucceſſion 'of beaſtly men, which make and con- | 


find our the-myſtery of Antichrifts nomber 666 in'a | | 
nor knowing the power and conftroQtion of the 


For firſt, by the word name, delivered in the for- 


A 


hid in the dayes of Innocent the firft, ſucceſſor 10 Ana- 
Naſius the firft alſo of thar name, in the yeare of fals | 
vation 405. as's before declared ; arid that by ex« 
. © Prefle commiſſion, there was forthermore gramed to 
| the Beaſt, his heivg and ſucceflors 1260, Je 
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| the hatching; foſtering and perfefting: clils 

; | perdirions fiery of ey wh 
® to 406; by rule of true audite mt | needs i INC LO0S 

| admirable juogemett, which che Spirit of dd Hai 
- | here denounced and determined to make good upon 
, | himin the yeate which ſhall be 15456. 1n which ac- 
f | count and difcovery of his ed, the holy Ghoſt of pur- 
- pole leaverh out:the ivitlenary 3; » 45 not ney 
e | knowne perfe& and iinmutable { f6r that thele vi! 
- {| and evill dayes fhall nor eXceed more ids then 
s {| one)bur as ceſpe&ing alſo the common nſe of all Þ 
f« | gfions a8 well Hebrews as Gentiles, who in their ſtiles 
>, | (for brevitie ſake)do no leffe often ſpeak and vrite b 
n | th'imperfe& number,cmirting the oiHKenary,then at- 
= | rer the perfeR, adding the millenary , as Mhſter well R-. 
of 4 obſerveth, Vide Ca 


- 


1- | Andin that year my Lord of Rome ſhall lay down his derium Hes 
': | proud waves-and alth-ugh he fertifie never lo ſtrong, braicum 3 
d | and lay his foundation as low as hell,and build his 'ur- Sebaftiand > 
T rets as high as heaven,and place his Miter above the Aquaſtert. 
of |} ftars, yer in that day he ſhall dic the death of che un- 
> | circumciſed,anid periſh like theAmorite,whole fruit is Anz a 
be | deſtroyed from above,and root from benearh;and che bh 
1g | multicude of his oftences ſhall conſume the maſrunde 

the 


a- | cf his ferces ; and it ſhall be more poſlible for hym 
I cafie unto him, to weigh the fire, or mealure the 
ie | wind, or call againe the day thar is paſt, or recover 
d | the verdure of the withered grafle ( as a. ho'y, one 
d "4 faith) rhen to avoid this counſell and dean his 
all | downfall here determined by ihe Spirit againff hiny 
ſaying, And the number of him is 666. i 
And then allKingdoms and people ſhall ſee th'erese 
niry of that eternal City(as oye of her own .callech is) 
and rh*'immorrality of her ſoul.meaning ent oy 
power and ſupremacie'of her Czſars and high Pri _ 
to wither, die, and ſarſake- rhe earth! for evex; and . - 
25 Babylon her 'miorhier lefe waits her <1 
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of her pride and prophanarionz, ſo ſhall ſhe allo leave 
unto her the hericage of her death and judgements : 


© Yor as her glory hath been grear, ſo ſhall her diſh>- 
nour, when all her excellency ſhall be tranſlated into 


ſhame and ſorrow. 


Now therfore as Kiug Belbereer cried aloud,when | 


he ſaw the hand-writing againſt him,thar they ſhould 


bring the Chdldeins, Aﬀfologians and inchaucersto | 


read and interpret 3, ſo thou that once nd = 
fore our dayes,haft been deemed by Laws of all Nati- 
Ons a _ ſo ſoveraigne and holy, call now = 


thee thy Councell and thy Clergy ( who call them- 


ſelves good men, learned and wiſe, whoſe onely grace 


is ro love anriquiry, gravity, wiſdome and conſtancy) 
call them I fay, cloath them wich purple and chaine 
them with gold, yet ſhall they nor deliver chee from 


this judgement ro come; bur as the mill-ſtone |. 


which che :1.ighry Angel rooke and caſt into the ſea, 
which may nor riſe and float againe, with ſuch vio- 
lence thou and thy Church in that how ſhall be | 
thrown down, and ſhall be found no mege. | 
| And all ſuch Kings on carth,Fpather Kings of earth, 
whoſe love thou haſt ſtollen,ro the loſle of their ſouls, 
that have lived in drunkenueſſe,delighrs and wantone | 
nefſe wich thee, ſha'l weep and waile for thee ( as for | 
their firſt-borne ) when they ſhilll tee the ſmoake of | 
thy rorm--nrs aſcend, and the Apples which thy foule | 
laſted afrer, ro depart from thee, and no man to buy, | 
thy traſh and commodities any more + for that God 
which judgerh thee, is a ſtrong Lord,and thy deriſfion 


ſhall be the joy and Allelujah of Sion. , 4 


But her fai-e and hacyoa day may not long en-, 
dure before the Lord ( thar with juſtice judgerh and 
fighreth ) ſhall come in the elouds af heaven,to ren- | 
der unto every man according ro the wayes whereia, 
his heart harh wa'ked, as more direRly is revealed in 
the 20; Chapter followirig, Bur as concerning the 


wil, 
Vie 


Y Xl. Chapter of the Heveletios. BY 
rc | dayand houreof the comming of that Lord, who for  * 


P* the glory of his name bring theſe 1 ro = * 
- cv aſt exe p nth rear God, i bejond "8 
© | the aime of all his ſervants qn earth, or Angels in hes — 
, | yet3 and yet his beloved ſervant Danielis bold in 
n Þ ſpirit, and ſayeth downe the yeare to be the five and 3 
Id  fortierh yeare ( according to his Chaldaicall foppa- -% 

| tation ) after the conſumption and extermination of A 
e* | Antichriſt, that it may be fulfilled which was ſpoken br 
tl- | by the Prophet, Verify the Lord of boaſts will doe no- 
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ut | thing, but he revedleth his ſecres unto bis Servants the 8 $-7s 
- Prophets. | | 3 
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DAN. 2. It, 12, 13. 

ne | And from the time that the daily Sacrifice (ball be 

a away, and the yfaarheriry A maketh Capes 

0- there ſball be a thouſapd two bundred and ninety dayes. 

be | Bleſſed is be that waiteth and commeth to the thouſand 
| three hundred and five and thirty dayes. 

thy But gee thay thy wa till the end be : for thas ſhale reſts 

* ond ſtand up inthy hotyat the end of the dyes. 
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